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The a Medinm muſt be kept, betwixt the 


. two Extreams, Men run upon, as fo 
the eas Religion. | | 


treams as to the Chriſtian Re- 


fancy, it requires only the Per- 
0 of few Duties, and of ſome out- 
ward Acts of Piety. They perſuade them - 
ſelves, that Jeſus Chriſt has done all that was 
neceſſary for their Salvation; that he has 
atoned for our Sins, pull'd out the Sting of 
Death, gotten the Promiſes of our Reſurrecti- 
on in Glory, and purchaſed.unto us the King- 
dom of- — its Supreme —_— 
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A Diſcourſe concerning 


And ſo they fatter themſelves, that if they 


do but go now and then to Church, and 
wilh, tho' faintly, for Heaven, and give 
ſome Alms to the Poor, and keep themſelves 
from committing enormous Crimes, they 
certainly will be ſaved, and enjoy after Death, 
a Supreme Felicity. 1 
Abundance of others imagine, that the 
Chriſtian Religion is extreamly ſtrict, ſevere, 


and rigorous; full of Difficulties, abounding 


with Croſſes, attended with Sadneſs, incon- 
ſiſtent with the Happineſs of this Life, op- 
poſite to all manner of Pleaſures, and con- 
trary to the Inclinations of our Nature. Its 
Precepts to renounce the World, to deny 


one's ſelf, to forſake Father, Mother, Wife, 
Children, and to part with all the Sweets 


of this Life, for the Glory of God; to take 
up the Croſs, to mortiſy the Fleſh, to under- 


38 many Afflictions, and even to die for the 


ervice of Jeſus Chriſt ; theſe Precepts ſtartle 
their Self-Love, which repreſents them im- 
practicable: Wherefore they conclude, that 
it is in vain for them to pretend to perform 
what they require of us: And that Conclu- 
ſion difpoſes them to give ear to any Ob. 
jection, that may be diſadvantageous to Reli- 
gion, as well as to cheriſh all the Prejudices 
poſſible againſt, and to entertain all the ill 
Thoughts they can of, it. Afterward they 
are eaſily perſwaded, by their corrupted Heart, 
to look upon it, as a Prieſt-Craſt, a Cheat. 
Thus do theſe two forts of People meet, 


tho' they take two different Courſes; for 


they both negle& Religion, which is the only 


Means to be happy, both in this Liſe and in 


the 
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the Yoke of Jeſus Chriſt. s 


88 


the next: Wherefore my Deſign is to do my 
beſt Endeavours, in order to convince them 
both, that thoſe who keep a Medium betwixt 
the two Extreams mention'd, underſtand beſt 
the Nature of the Chriſtian Religion, are the 
wileſt, and make the moſt uſe of their Reaſon. 


and my Burden is light, muſt be this: My 
Religion, my Empire, my Diſcipline, my 
Injunctions, are ſupportable, gentle, kind, 
profitable, very feaſible, and bountiful. But 


Xenos. 
= 8 0 The Lord 
of the Original rendred Eaſy, ſignifies alſo is Graci- 
: Gracious, Good, Benign. And fo the ous. Xprces 
Meaning of theſe words, My Yoke is eaſy, 709 bes. 


after all, Religion is a Yoke and a Burden, 


which confutes the People, who wrongfully 
think, that it requires little or nothing; but 
it is not an intolerable Yoke, as that of the 
Law, nor a grievous Burden, as the Cere- 
monies of falſe Religions; on the contrary, 
it is an eaſy Yoke, and a light Burden, which 
ſhews the Error of thoſe, who look upon it, 
as extreamly rigid and ſevere. 
Men muſt be under the Yoke and the Bur- 
den, either of Sin and Vice, or of Jeſus 


B 2 | Chriſt 


A Diſcourſe concerning 


—— — 


Chriſt and Virtue ; there is no avoiding it. 
Now we Chriſtians have this unſpeakable 


Advantage over the reſt of Mankind, that it 
is in our Power to ſhake off the hurtful, gaul- 
ling, diſgraceful, and deſtructive Yoke and 
Burden of Sin and Vice; and to bear the 
eaſy, uſeful, excellent and honourable Yoke 
and Burden of Jeſus Chriſt and Virtue : 
Wherefore, if we can but be intirely ſatiſ⸗ 
fied, which is the moſt tolerable, the eaſieſt, 
the moſt advantageous, and the pleaſanteſt, 
our Self-Intereſt, and our Self. Love, will ſure- 
ly perſuade and induce us, to ſubmit to that 
Yoke, even to cheriſh it. Now, my Deſign 
is to convince you, (at leaſt to endeavour it) 
that the Yoke and the Burden of Jeſus Chriſt 
and Virtue, are incomparably more ſupport- 
able, more gentle, more profitable, and more 
delightful, than the Yoke of Sin and Vice; 
but before that, I muſt ſhew you the vaſt 
difference there is betwixt the Yoke of the 
Law, and the Yoke of the Goſpel. 


EY . 
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CHAP. I 


The Difference betwixt the Yoke of the 


Law, and the Toke of the Goſpel. 


THE Moſaical Law was very pompous, 
extreamly lofty, and moſt domineer- 
ing. It ſet out all the Rights, God has over 
Men; and exacted rigorouſly what was 
due to him. It was exceedingly ſtrict and 
| levere ; 
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the Yoke of Jeſus Chriſt. 


ſevere ; for ic oppreſſed them with abundance 
of Statutes about Feaſts, Sabbaths, and Clean- 
ſings; about Blood, and the Diſtinctions of 
Beaſts ; about the entring into the Congre- 
gation, the Firſt-born, the Tithes, the Firſt- 
lings, the Expiation of an uncertain Murder; 
and about many other things: It compell d 
them to make a vaſt quantity of Sacrifices 
of divers Kinds; and it made them fink under 
the Burden of a prodigious Number of Rites 
and Ceremonies. In ſhort, it was fo full of 
Ordinances, that the performing of *em was 
look'd upon by an Apoſtle, as a Yoke inſup- 


portable; for, ſaid St. Perer, in the firſt Coun- 


eil of the Chriſtian Church, ſpeaking of that 
Yoke, Neither our Fathers, nor we, were able 
to bear it. I may add, that tho' the Law pre- 
ſcribd ſo many things, upon pain either of 
Death, or of Curſe, or of ſome other great 
Puniſhments; yet it did not afford the leaſt 
Aſſiſtance towards the Performance of em. 
It was indeed full of Precepts, Statutes, and 
Ordinances, but no Help was to be expected 
from it; and, which was very deplorable, it 


aſter the Commiſſion of Sin: On the contra- 


ry, it curſed every one that did not continue 


in all things, that were written in it, to do 
them: And was that Law attended, with ſome 
degree of an inward Light, it only ſerv'd to 
ſhew them the Enormity of their Crimes, and 
their exceeding great Unhappineſs, and to 


ſtir up in their Minds dreadful Perturbations, 
thus expreſs'd by St. Paul, O wretched Man that 


1 am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
Dearb! Aver ae 


But 


Acts 15. 


10. 


did not give the leaſt hopes of Forgiveneſs, Gal. 3. 10. 


Rom. 9. 
24. F 
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But bleſſed be the Lord, it is quite other- 
wiſe with the Holy Goſpel, rightly called 
Grace, in oppoſition to the Law ; for God 
has made himſelf manifeſt to us in that Goſpel, 
not with a frightful Pomp, and a terrible 
Splendor, not with Thunders and Lightnings, 
with Smoke, Fire, and the quaking of a 
Mount : but in a gentle, mild, kind, familiar, 
and affable manner ; under the Veil of the 
Humanity of his beloved Son, by whoſe means 


he propoſes a Reconciliation betwixt him and 


us; he proffers the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, he 
tenders us his moſt precious Love, the Source 
of all Glory and Happineſs; he promiſes his 
moſt powerful Protection, and the Aſſiſtance 
of his Spirit againſt all our Enemies; and he 
declares that he will grant us the glorious 
Title of his Children, and make us Heirs of 
the Eternal Kingdom of Heaven, if we do 
but repent of our Sins, and believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt, who enlightens our Underſtandings, 


by his Sacred Word and Holy Spirit; that 


St. Matt. 
22. 


we may clearly ſee, that the performing theſe 
two Conditions of the Goſpel, is the true 
Means whereby we may obtain Eternal Sal- 
vation; and who gives us all the Help, all 
the Succour, and all the Encouragement we 
can reaſonably deſire, that we may be able 
to accompliſh 'em, and obey his Command. 
ments; which, far from being grievous, into- 


lerable, and manifold, are very mild, graci- 


ous, and condeſcending 3 moſt reaſonable, 


advantageous, and contracted in St. Matt. 


within two or three Lines, namely, Thou 


ſhalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy Heart, 
and with all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind; 


and 


2 DE RO EI SS — | 
1 the Yoke of Jeſus Chriſt. 7 
Fand thy Neighbour as thy ſelf : Even a word | 
q does contain em; for St. Paul tells us, That i 
l Love, or Charity, is the fulfilling of the Law, Rom. 13. 
4 2 C H A P. 4 III. | 
© I bat the Goſpel is all over Charity. 
s © Ih 
d XD indeed, the whole Goſpel, whether 
ei conſider'd in its Myſteries, or in its 
© _Dodrine, or in its Diſcipline, or in its 


is Precepts, or in its Promiſes, or in its 

8 Threatnings, or in its Sacraments, is all 

e over Charity. In the Myſtery of the Bleſſed 

18 Trinity, you fee a moſt loving Father, a 

of _ well.beloved Son, and a Spirit full of Charity. 

The Myſtery of the Incarnation is all Love. 

There you may ſee the wonderful, tranſcen- 

S, dient, and unſpeakable Love of the Father, of 

at the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, towards 

ſe 7 Mankind: Of the Father, Who ſo loved the 

le  MWarld, that he gave his Only Begotten Son, that 

— #Z whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but 

Ul 2? Bave everlaſting Life; of the Son, Who was 

e * pleaſed to be made Fleſh, and to dwell among us; Joh. 1. 14. 
Jo be delivered for our Offences, and to die for Rom. 4. 


d. | our Sins; To riſe again for our Fuſtification, And Cor. © 


Se 
* * ene 


3 to fit at the Right Hand of God, in order to make jy, 7. 25. 
1 Interceſſion for us: Of the Holy Ghoſt, who con- Math. i 
E, ceived Feſus Chriſt, that he might intirely free 20. 

t. him from our natural Corruption, which had 


made him uncapable to accompliſh our Sal- 
vation, — 


T The 
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7 The _ a — Goſpel —_— us, 
Matth. 16. that A Man profiteth nothing, if be ſhail gain 
26. 05 the whole 2 and loſe 5 4 Soul: That 1 
Rom. 8. all Things work together for Good to them that 
2 love God : That Godlineſs is profitable unto all 
4 ROO (ings, having promiſe of the Life that now it, 
f that which 4s to come: That if any | 
ave not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of © 
bis; but if the Spirit of him that raisd up Feſus © 
from the dead dwell in us, be that raisd up © 
Chriſt from the dead, ſhall alſo quicken our mortal 
bodies, by. the Spirit that dwelleth in us : That 


Rom. 8.9. „an 
II, 


| 5 8. the ſufferings of this preſent time are not worthy 
| | f to be compared with < Glory, which ſhall be re- 
1 John J. 5. vealed in us > That Except a man be born of 
T9 water, i. e. be baptized, and of the Spirit, i. e. 


3 do begin a new, pure, innocent, and ſpiritual 
M ! Ads 26. Life, be cannot enter imo the Kingdom of God: 
1 18. That we are ſanctiſy d, comforted, aud juſtify d by 


wt mu — xd Faith, which without Works is dead : That the 

* 3 26. true Morſbippers worſhip the Father in ſpirit and 
Joh. 4. 23. i truth That excellent Doctrine gives us 
W | Adds 17. ſuch a Knowledge of God, and of his Per- 
4 "0. ſections, that it induces us moſt powerfully to 
i | love Him with all our Heart; for it teaches 
ll us, that he is the Origine of all Good, the 
If 3 Source of a Supreme Happineſs, the Foun- 
1 a tain of an eternal Glory, and the Spring of 
1 aaäanꝗ everlaſting Liſe: That his Almighty Power 


18 has created, does preſerve, and govern us; 
=—' - Por in bim we live, and move, and have our being: 
That his Goodneſs provides for our Necef 
1 ties; that his Mercy forgives us our Sins, 
1 that his Charity calls us to Him, that we may 
| he partakers of his Graces; and that his 
h tranſcendent Bountiſulneſs will make us enjoy a 
1 | 6 p mo 


rn n “WW n | 


ECT 1. 


moſt glorious, and happy Immortality. An | 
admirable, and a wonderful Love is plainly ; 
ſeen in all that Doctrine of the Goſpel. No- - 
thing can be more evident, than that its 44. 
End is to engage us to work out our Sal. » 
vation, and its Deſign to induce us to love = | 
God, with all our Heart, and its Aim to make 
us moſt happy for ever. 5 +: 

The Diſcipline of the Goſpel intends either 3 
to ſave great Sinners, or to keep others from ; 
falling into Crimes, as you may clearly per- 4 
ceꝛive in theſe following Paſlages. 7 thy bro- 2 
ther ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell him Matt, 18, 
his fault between thee and him alone: If be ſhall N 5 
bear thee, thou baſt gained thy brother, but if be : 
will not hear thee, then take with thee one or 2 
to more, that in the mouth of two or three wit- 5 
meſſes every word may be eſtabliſhed; and if be ſhall 
neglect to hear them, tell it unto the Church: 
but if be neglect to hear the Church, let him be 
unto thee, as an heathen man and a Publican. 
Them that ſin rebuke before ail, that others alſo 1 Tim. 5. 
may fear. If any man obey not our word by this 20. 
Epiſtle, note that man, and have no company with 2 Theſſ. 3. 
bim, that be may be aſhamed ; yet count him not 4 55: 
as an enemy, but admoniſh him as a brother, And 
when Feſus bad breathed on his Apoſtles, and given 
them bis Holy Ghoſt, who is a Spirit of Meekneſ' 
and Charity, he conferred upon them the Aut bo. 
rity to exerciſe the Diſcipline of his Goſpel, ſaying, John 20. 
Whoſeſoever Sins ye remit, they are remitted unto * 33: 
them ; and whoſeſoever Sins ye retain, they are re- 
trained. There is a Fact related in 1 Cor. 5.which 
evidently ſhews, that the Diſcipline of the Gol. 
pel is very careful of Men's Souls. St. Paul hear- 
ing, that there was among them an Ince{tuous 
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Man, Let them know, that as abſent in Body, 
but preſent in Spirit, he bad already judg*d con. 
cerning the Offender : Now the Sentence, which 
he paſſed on the guilty Perſon, was, That they 
ſhould in a publick aſſembly deliver him unto 
Satan, for the deſtruction of the fleſh, in the name, 
and with the power of our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; 
hut why? That the Spirit might be ſaved in the 


day of the Lord Feſus. 


Obſerve well how mild and full of Charity 
that Diſcipline is, what tender regard it has 
for the Souls of great Sinners, and how ad- 
mirable its Methods are, to make Men ſenſi. 
ble of their Faults, and to reclaim them from 


their Vices Firlt, to ſave them the Shame 


and the Reproach, which they deſerve, we 
muſt admoniſh them privately ; If that Me. 
thod do not work on them, another Eſſay 
muſt be made, with two or three Men more; 
but if they be ſtill refractory, we mult have 
our Recourſe to the Church; but it ſhe can't 
retorm them, we are only permitted to look 
on them as deſperate Sinners. 

Its Precepts are full of Love and Charity 
as you may obſerve in the following Paſlages. 


Luke 17. F thy b. ot ber treſpaſs againſt thee rebuke him, 


3, 4. 


and if be repent forgive him, and if be treſpaſs 
againſt thee ſeven times in a day, and ſeven times 
in a day turn again to thee, ſaying, 1 repent, 


Matt. 5. thou ſhall forgive him. Let your Light ſo ſhine 


16,44, 45- before men, that they may ſee 7 good works, 


and plorify your father which is in Heaven. 
Lowe your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do 


good to them that hate you, and pray for them | 


that deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute you. Why 
lo? That ye may be the children of your 2 1 
| Wie 


— 


2 Toke of Jeſus Chriſt. 11 


zich is in heaven; for be makes his Sun to riſe 

on the evil, and on the good; and ſendeth ram on 

the juſt, and on the unjuſt, Be ye perfect, even 

431 your Father which is in heaven is perfect 
Cay not up for your ſelves treaſures upon Earth, Matt. 6. 
** where moth and ruſt doth corrupt, and where 9 20.7 


2 Wn 
l 2s, * 
4 Pg? 5 
0s 
3 


' thieves do break through and ſteal; But lay up 


Feor your ſelves treaſures in Heaven; where neitber 


moth nor ruſt does corrupt, and where thieves do 
not break through, nor fteal, Seek ye firſs the**-33- 
Eingdom of God and bis righteouſneſs, and all 
things, neceſlary for Life, ſhall be added unto 
jou. Fudge not that ye may not be judged, Ask,vii. r, 7, 
and it ſhall be given you : ſeek, and ye ſhall find : 

knock, and it 2 be opened unto you. Enter in 

at the ſtrait gate, for wide is the gate, and broad 14. 
ii the way, that leadeth to deſtruttion, and many 
A there be which go in tbereat; becauſe ſtrait is the 
gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
Life; and few there be that find it. This is my John 15. 
Commandment, that ye love one another, as 112. 
7 have loved you, In all theſe Precepts an ad- 
mirable Love is plainly ſeen. 
Its Promiſes are full of Charity. batſoe ver john 14. 
ye ſhall ask in my name, ſaid Jeſus Chriſt, bat 13. 
I will do; that the fatber may be glorified in the 
Son. Come unto me, all ye that labour and are Matth.11. 
2 heavy laden, and I will give you reſt, Ever) py 5 
one, that bath forſaken houſes, or brethren, or «IP 
= /iſters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, 
or lands for my name's ſake, (hall receive an bun- 
_ 4red fold, and ſhall inherit everlaſting Life. Who: x. 42. 
hoe ver (hall give to drink unto one 4 theſe little 

the 


ones, a cup of cold water only, in the name of a 


Diſciple, werily, I ſay unto you, he ſhall in no 
wiſe loſe bis reward, We, according to the 
C 2 Promiſe 
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2 Pet. 3. Promiſe of God, Look for new Heavens, and 
125 a new Earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs, ſaid 
2 Tim, 4. St. Peter, Henceforth there is laid up for thoſe 
7, 8. that bave fought the good fight, finiſhed their 
| courſe, aud kept the 1 a crown of rig bteouſ- 
neſs 5 which the Lord, the righteous judge, ſhall 
| 1 pet. © , Le unto them at bis appearing, The 1 cn 3 
er 14: Servant: of Chriſt ſhall receive a crown of glory 
which fadeth not away, Eye bath not ſeen, nor 
1 Cor. 2. ear beard, neither have entred into the heart of 
9. men, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him, You plainly fee in all theſe 
Promiſes a wonderful love: There's a great 
Charity even in his Threatnings ; for the end 
of 'em 1s to deter Men from Evil, and to 
bring them from the way of Hell, into the 
Luk 17,1, Way of Heaven. I is impoſſible but that offen- 
ge, will come, but woe unto bim through whom # 
Matt. 12 ey come. Every idle word that men 2 Ae 3 
36, 37. they ſhall give an account thereof in the day of © 
Judgment: For by thy words thou ſhalt be juſti- 
1 | fied, and by thy vid thou ſhalt be condemned, 
= xiii. 41, The Son of Man ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and 
| 42 they ſhall gather out of his Kingdam all things © 
Wl which offend, and them which do iniquity, And © 
| ; ſhall caſt them into a furnace of fire, there ſhall © 
I! es be wailing and gnaſhing of teeth. The Lord Feſus © 
| | g 8. SI ſhall be revealed from Heaven with his mighty © 
M14 | Angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them | 
Md | that know not God, and that obey not the Goſpel | 
1 of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who (hall be puniſped 
i with everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of | 
the Lord, and from. the glory of his power, God | 
| i | Rom. 2.6, Will render to every man. according to his deeds : | 


7, 8, 9. To them who by patient cunt inuance in well-doing, | 
1! ſeek for glory, and honour, and immortality, eternal 
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life : But unto them that are contentious, and do not 
obey the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs ; indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh upon every ſoul 
of man that doth evil. The wages of Sin is Rom. vi. 
death. Now, the Aim of all thoſe Threat- 23: 
nings is, as you may eaſily perceive, to re- 
claim us from our ill Courſes, and to induce 
us to amend our lives. The Propbet Joel 
doth plainly intimate that ſuch is the deſign 
of God's Fhreatnings, when he fays, The day | 
of the Lord is great and very terrible, and bo Joel 2 "I 
can abide it? Therefore, ſays the Lord, Turn 27 * 
je even unto me, with all your heart, and with 
faſting and with weeping, and with mourning; 
and rent your heart and not your garments, and 
turn unto the Lord your God; for be is gracious 
and merciful, ſlow to anger, and of great kind. 
veſs, and repenteth him of the evil, 

As to its Sacraments, if we conſider the 
End for which they are inſtituted, we can't 
but acknowledge, that it is exceeding graci- 
ous and charitable; for Baptiſm has been or- 
dained, that we may be purified and abſolv d 
from Sin, which cauſed a moſt deplorable 
Alienation betwixt God and us,that we may be 
received again into, his moſt precious Favour, 
and obtain the Gift of God's Holy Spirit, 
whereby we are enabled to. work out our Sal- 
vation; that we may be inferted into. the 
Church, God's bleſſed Family, the Myſtical 
Body of Chriſt ;, get a Title unto a glorious 
Immortality, and have an aſſurance of being 
made partakers of an eternal Bliſs, And 
the holy Euchariſt has been appointed, 
that it may call our bleſſed Lord to our 
Minds; together with what he has * 

order 
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. — 
order to purchaſe unto us the Kingdom of 
Heaven, that it may quicken our Love for, 
and raiſe in us pious Affections towards that 
good and gracious Redeemer ; that we may 
feed our Souls with heavenly Manna, with 
the Bread of Life, and revive and cheriſh 'em 
with a moſt delicious Liquor; that our Faith 
may be confirm'd and ſtrengthen'd, our Hope 
nouriſh'd, our Reſolutions to walk in the way 
of Heaven encourag'd ; our Hearts fill'd with 
comfort and gladneſs, and our Minds en- 


lighten'd and fandtify'd : Finally, that we may 


draw nigh to God, the Fountain of all Bliſs, 


unite our ſelves faſtly to our bleſſed Lord, 


the Author of Eternal Salvation, and com- 
bine in Charity one towards another. 


— * _ 


CHAP. Iv, 
The Nature of Sin, 


— 


OW I muſt endeavour to convince 
vou, that the Yoke and the Burden of 
Sin is incomparably more uneaſy, more in- 
tolerable, and a great deal leſs advantageous, 
gentle, and pleaſant, than the Yoke and the 
Burden of Jeſus Chriſt and Virtue, and fo 
perſuade you to ſubmit to the laſt, and to 


Cheriſh it. 


In order to it, I muſt tell you forthwith, 
that Satan, the great Enemy of our Happt- 
neſs, who out of Envy and Malice, and by 
his Flatteries, Wiles, and Enticements, draws 
continually a prodigious number of Souls * 

* 
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7 his Kingdom full of Darkneſs, Horrors and 


Torments; has been the Inſtrument whereby 
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Sin and Vice crept into Man's Heart: Then 
1 muſt repreſent to you the Nature of that 


Sin, and of Vice, which is intirely oppoſite 
and repugnant to all Goodneſs and Piety, to 
Optightneſs, Sincerity and Holineſs; to Re- 
ligion, Righteouſneſs, and all Virtues; for it 
is edg'd with an inveterate Malice againſt the 


Soul; and with an everlaſting Hatred againſt 
. Godlinels, full of Stratagems and Deceits to 


draw Men into Perdition, delighting in Un- 
cleanneſs, thwarting all Religious Duties, and 


; oppoſing all that's good, moderate, wiſe, and 


charitable. It is of a Nature ſo cleaving and ad. 


herent,that Ivy ſticks not cloſer and faſter to a 
Tree, or to a Wall, than Sin does to Men. 
When once it has taken Root in their Hearts, 
let them do all they can, let Repentance and 
Amendment tear it off, and pluck it up, 
there will yet be ſome Remains, till their 
Earihly Houſes be difſolv'd, 

Sin is a Spring out of which iſſue all man- 
ner of Wickedneſs and Impurity. Adultery, 
Forn;cation, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, 
Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, 
Strife, Seditions, Herefies, Envyings, Murders, 
Drunkenneſs, Revellings, and fuch like, flow 


from that impure Spring, 


Sin at firſt is extreamly flattering, fawning 


and alluring; it ſeems to be very ſweet, 
pleaſant, delicious, and charming. It ap- 
pears at firſt ſight of a very eaſy, complai- 
ſant, gentle and obliging Nature; and it 
looks as if it were a peaceable, mild and offi- 
cious Servant; but has it ohce drawn in our 

Affections, 


2 Cor. 5. 


Gal. 5. 19, 


40, 21. 
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Affections, crept into our Hearts, ferew'd it 
ſelf into our Minds, and taken poſſeſſion of 
our Souls : Then we find to our Sorrow and 
Confuſion, that it is exceedingly dangerous, 
fierce and diſmal; full of Treachery, Falſe- 
hood and Perfidiouſnels, and abounding with 
Griefs, Vexations and Torments: We find 
that it is of a moſt unquiet and turbulent 
Nature; that it never ceaſes to tempt, to 
corrupt, and to harden our Hearts, and that 
it will reign over us, with all the Imperiouſ- 
nels, and all the Tyranny imaginable ; bring 
us into Captivity to its Law, and make us 
rebel againſt our Creator, Preſerver, Bene- 
factor, and our Supreme Judge. We find 
that it deals with us as Fae! dealt with Siſera; 
ſhe call'd him in, into her Tent, gave him 
Milk, cover'd him with a Mantle; and ſfeem'd 
to be concern'd for his Safety, and to favour 
his Reſt ; but as ſoon as he was faſt aſleep, 
out come the Inſtruments of Death, a Nail | 
and a Hammer; She ſmote, ſays the Scripture, | 
the Nail into bis Temple, and faſtened it into the | 
Ground, ſo he died: Thus does Sin uſe Men; 
it intices and allures their Hearts, by ſhewing 
for them a ſeeming great Tenderneſs, by aflu. | 
ring them of an intire Security, and by pro- 
miſing, that they ſhall have all manner of 
Diverſions, enjoy abundance of Pleaſures, | 
poſleſs vaſt Riches, and that they ſhall be 
rais d to great Honours; but has it once 
lull'd Men aſleep in its Impurity; alas! it ſets 
its Cruelty at work, far- from keeping them 
ſafe, it hurries them into the moſt imminent 
Dangers, and inſtead of Diverſions, it brings 
Diſtreſs and Anguiſh upon them: inſtead of 
2 Plealures, 
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Pleaſures; it fills their Soul with Griefs and 
Afﬀlictions; inſtead of Riches, it plunges them 
into an unexpreſſible Miſery, and inſtead of 


7 Honours, it covers us with Shame; Infamy, 
8 and Confuſioi. | | 


Oe - — 


c HA b. v. 


I.. diſmal Effeds and direful Miſchieffs 


BET ſet the diſmal Effects of Sin, its 
D direful Miſchiefs, and its horrible Acten- 
dance utterly convince us of its exceeding 
great Tyrariny, Treacheroulneſs and Barba. 
rity. What dreadful Miſchiefs, what lament- 
able Diſaſters, what diſmal Confuſions has it 
not caus'd in Heaven; where God does ma- 
nifeſt his Glory, his Power, his Wiſdom, his 
Holineſs, in a ſpecial and extraordinary man- 
ner. It has corrupted a vaſt number of pure 
and glorious Spirits, induced them to cons 
ſpire, and incited them to rebel againſt their 
reator, their Preferver, their Suprente Lord, 


of all their Perfections, and the Fountain of 
their unfpeakable Happineſs: And fo render'd 


> theſe moſt illuſtrious Creatures the eternal 
Objects of his Wrath, Indignation, and Ven- 
geauce. Man was no ſooner made, but 


that reſtleſs and irtiplacable Sin egg'd them 
on to make uſe of all their Guile and Craſti- 


- neſs, in order to deprave him, that he mighe 


be Partaker, with his Poſterity, of their ever- 


laſting Miſery. The thing was unde rtaken, put in 
ns D execution, 


againſt Almighty God, who was the Or igine 


r . n * — — os, 


— 


18 A Diſcourſe concerning 


— wt. 


— 


— In WEIS" . — 


7 execution, and brought to paſs. Man was 
. nn drawn away from God and his Law, aliena- 
5 | ted and eſtrang'd from his great Benefactor. 
\onn Then Sin ſlipt into his Heart, and from thence 
Wl} ſpread all over, got through all the Faculties 
A of his Soul, and run into all the Members of 
his Body ; in ſhort, it corrupted the whole 
1 Man: And ſo bis Mind that was beſore pute, 
Wl! holy, clear, and ſerene, adorn'd with excel- 
lent Virtues, and a wonderful Knowledge, 
attended with innocent, pious, and good 
Thoughts, is now viciated. Sin has fill'd it 
wich all manner of Impurity, with Profana- 
tion, Ungodlinels, Vanity, Ignorance and 
Darkneſs; with unprofitable Notions, with 
perverſe Diſputes, raſh and pernicious Con- 
troverſies, ſilly and impertinent Inquiries, that 
only ſerve to hide the fk h; with wretched 
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Contrivances, with $ickneilw, and with 
Swarms of roving , empty and fooliſh 
Thoughts. . 1 1 

As to his Conſcience, which ought to in- 

duce him to perform carefully his Duties, Sin 
has likewiſe corrupted it: For it has render'd * 
Eps. 4-19: hard, paſt feeling, inſenſible; feared it 
„ . with a hot Iron ; filled it with abundance of 
Lieb 9.14. dead Works; and furniſhed ic with falſe and 
abſurd Excuſes. 1 0 ' 

His Heart which ought to be an unſpot- 

ted, a clean, a holy, and a facred Temple, 

for the Glory and the Service of our Supreme 

Lord, has been alſo extreamly defiled by 

that abominable Sin; for it has made it a Hell 

of Wickedneſs and Impiety, of Pollution and 
Filthineſs, of a deep and unſearchable Deceit 

and Hypocriſy. It has made it capable of en- 
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tertaining any Vice, any Crime, and copious 


in vain, foul, and wicked Deſires; it has ſto. 


red it with Impenitency, Unbelief, Treache- 
rouſneſs, and Infidelity 5 and ſupplied it with 
Contempt for Religion, with Diſdain for the 
moſt precious Promiſes of the Goſpel, and 


with Scorn for God's dreadful Threatnings. 


As to his Will, which ought to be very du- 
tifu] and moſt ſubmiſſive to the good pleaſure 
of God's Will, ready and inclin'd to perform 
his Commandments; buſie and delighting in 
doing Good; Sin has made it very diſobedi- 
ent to, and moſt rebellious againſt God Al- 
mighty, extreamly averſe to his Laws, inca- 


pable of its ſelf to do any Good, and very 


apt to be obſtinate. The Memory which 
ſhould be a Repoſitory of good, pious, and 
charitable Thoughts; of holy, pure, and hea- 
venly Notions ; of the Sacred Word of God, 
of the true Knowledge of our Salvation, and 
of an uſeful Learning: Sin made it . a 
Sink of evil, prophane, and uncharitable 
Thoughts; a Receptacle of irreligious, filthy, 
and helliſh Notions; a Magazine of Oaths, 
Curſes, Imprecations, and Blaſphemies ; a 
Common Sewer of Hereſies, Superſtitions, 
and Idolatry, and a Receiver of wicked 
(Row, ill Habits, and pernicions Princi- 
ples. 


Beſides, it has corrupted all our Paſſions. 
T need but mention that, which is the Spring 


of all the others, i. e. Love, the firſt, the 
Mother, the chief, the moſt powerful, the 
reigning Paſſion, from and to which all the 
reſt are derived and reduced; for if that 
Source be corrupted, all the Streams that flow 
3 20 2 irom 
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from it muſt be ſo likewiſe. Now Sin has 
made our Love exceedingly vicious, by ap- 
plying it to, and wrapping it up in unworthy, 
deſpicable, and dangerous Objects, ſuch as 
are the Corruptions, the Pride and the Luſt 
of the Fleſh; the vain Honours, and the falſe 
Greatneſs of this World; its ſeeming Goods, 


and deceitful Riches, its criminal Diverſi- 
ons, and wicked Pleaſures ; which Pleaſures 


ſpurring Men on to all manner of Villanies, 
are the Plagues of Mankind, and the Gulphs 
that drown moſt part of them in Perdition 
and the Magazines from whence the mortal 
Enemies of our Salvation furniſh themſelves 
with Arms to deſtroy us. 


| Moreoyer Sin having taken Poſſeſſion of 


the whole Man, does not only war againſt 
his Mind, but it likewiſe viciates his Mem- 
bers. and brings bim into Captivity to its Law, 
as St. Paul ſays. 
ff. It deprayes the Eyes by ſowing in 
them the Seeds of Frgud, and of Treachery ; 


of an abominable Luſt, and of an odious 
Pride; of a gnawing Envy, of a pitiful Co. 
vetouſneſs, of a raging Wrath, and of a pro- 


digious Number of inſatiable Deſires Now 


the Eyes communicating theſe curſed Seeds to 


the whole Man, he brings. forth a world of 
Miſchiefs. | 1 

24h. Sin fills the Ear with fulſome and per. 
fidious Flatteries, with deteſtable and de- 


ſtructive Calumnies, with malicious Slanders, 


with hateful Lies, and with obſcene Stories. 


34ly. What horrible Miſchiefs, what ſad 


Conſuſion does it not cauſe by the means of 


the Tongue, tho one of the ſmalleſt. parts 


ti of 
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of a Man's Body ? It makes that little Mem- 
ber the Inſtrument of all manner of Wicked- 
neſs and Deſolation. Good God! what a 
prodigious Noiſe does it not make? What a 
deal of Hurt does it not do } How many He- 


reſjes and Errors does it not propagate? How 


many Contentiqns, how many Diſputes and 
Factions does it not ſtir up in the Church ? 
Alas ! it fets whole Families, whole Kingdoms, 
and the whole Warld on Fire, with Variance, 


and Strife, and Jars and Divifions. It de- 


praves, it infects, it poiſons the whole Society 
of Men. Be pleaſed to hear what St. Fames 
ſays of that little, but exceedingly miſchievous 
thing, and you'll find that what I have aſſer- 
ted of it is confirm'd by that Apoſtle. The 
Tongue, ſays he, is a Fire, a world of Iniquity ; 
it defileth the whole Body, and ſetteth on Fire the 
courſe of Nature, and it is ſet on Fire of Hell, 
i. e. Kindled by the Devil with a Fire that 
comes from the Bottomleſs Pit. He goes on, 


Every Kind of Beaſts, and of Birds, and of Ser- 
pents, and things in the Sea is tamed, and hay 


been tamed of Mankind ; but the Tongue can no 


Man tame, it is an unruly Evil, full of deadly 


Poiſon. 9 0 5 . 
qthly. Sin has made the Hands and the 
Feet Inſtruments of Violence and Miſchief, 
making uſe of the dexterity of the one, to 
ſteal, to hurt, to murder, and of the ſwiſtneſs of 


the other, to run in order to indulge wicked 
Deſires, either in taking Revenge, or in ſatiſ- 


ſying vain Curioſities, or in gratifying Con- 
Cupilcence. Thus you ſee what a Monſter 
of Wickedneſs Sin has made Man. But let 


ps conſider further, its direful Attendance, I 
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it, even in this Li 
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CHAP. VI. 


The dreadful 22 it brings upon Men 


uring this Life. 


T is Sin which has enrag'd Man againſt 


Man, and Nations againſt Nations; which 


arms them, that they may deſtroy one ano- 


ther. How many Murders, how many 


Slaughters, how many Maſſacres has it not 
caus d? How many Wars has it not kindled? 
What Devaſtations has it not made? It is Sin 


that brought the Deluge in Noa#'s time, that 


drown'd Pharaoh and his Army in the Red- 
Sea; that ſo often drew dreadful Puniſhments 


upon the Vraelites; that turned Sodom and 
Gomorrah into a ſtinking Lake, and brought 
upon Feruſalem, the Glory of the Earth, an 
intire Deſolation and an utter Deſtru&ion 
that has ruin'd ſo many Empires, and laid 


waſte fo many Countries, and obſcur'd the 


Chriſtian World with a prodigious Darkneſs; 
from whence iſſued an extream Ignorance, a 
groſs Superſtition, and an horrible Idolatry. 


It is Sin that does its utmoſt Endeavours to 


drive away and to baniſh Charity (which is 
to Religion what our Soul is to our Body) 


from among Men by ſharpning ſo much 
Tongue againſt Tongue, by ſetting to Paper 


Pens flowing with Gall and Poiſon ; filling 
ſo many Pamphlets with Bitterneſs, and with 
pu | more 
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more Revilings, abuſive Language, and biting 


convince, and that ſpurs Men on to ſollow 
their Adverſaries with more Clamour, Baw. 


lung, Reproach and Barking, thah with Skil, 
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ments, good Senſe, and evident Reaſons to 


Art and Ingenuity. It is Sin that has pour'd 
out upon Mankind a World of Griefs, Trou- 
bles, Diſgraces, and Afflictions; that fills 


them wich Defects, Imperfections, and Pre- 


judices; that torments them with a multitude 
of Infimities, Diſeaſes, Sickneſſes, and grie- 


vous Sufferings ; that plagues them with hide- 
ous Havocks, with terrible Conſuſions, and 


direſul Ranſackings; that loads them with 
Shame, Reproach, and Infamy ; that cauſes 
_ » deſtructive Famines, and fatal Plagues, dread- 
ſul Tempeſts, Storms, and Inundations ; ter. 
rible Earthquakes, Thunders and Lightnings; 
that has brought Death with a direful Stin 

upon them, and laid the very Prince of Life 
dead in a Sepulchre. It is Sin that has poi- 
lon'd the Pleaſures, the Diverſions, the Com- 
= forts, the Goods and the Riches of this World; 


that has render'd its Dignities, Honours, Pre- 


ſerments and Reputation dangerous, as well 


as Peace, Quietneſs and Plenty, Health, 
Strength and Courage; that has made Eating, 


Drinking and Sleeping full of Inconveniences: 
In ſhore, it is Sin that has turn d the Bleſſings 
of this World into. Curſes. See 
It is Sin that has made Men obnoxious to 
all the Temptations of the Devil, to all his 
Juggeſtions, Deceits and Sollicitations, and 
that has expos d them to all his Snares, De- 
rices and craſty Wiles; fot were it not for 
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Sin, all his Engines, all his Cunning, all his 


Efforts, could by no means prevail with their 


Souls, nor have any advantage over them. 
It would not at all be in his Power to deprave 
their Nature, to hurt em and to hurry them 
along to deſtruction. Satan knowing, that his 
utmoſt Endeavours can't corrupt us without 
entertaining and cheriſhing his Temptations, 
neglects nothing to hold Correſpondence with 
our Paſſions, and to practiſe upon our Affecti- 
ons, Which he allures with all the Subtilty 
imaginable. Having attracted and brib'd 
them, he conveys lily by their means the 
Seeds of all manner of Wickedneſs into out 
Souls, which afterward conceive and bring 
forth a World of ill Thoughts, of miſchievous 
Words, and bad Deeds. That deceitful and 
treacherous Spirit, who delights in doing 
Evil, ſearches out our Diſpoſitions and Ineli- 
nations; to them he forteth his Temptations, 
and from them he takes Ingredients which 
he tempers with the Inſtigations he makeruſe 
of, in inducing them to do Evil; as for Ex. 
ample. Has a Man a great deal of Wit and 
Pride ? He'll be ſure to prompt him to disbes 
liere the Sublime Truths of the Goſpel, that 

are above his Underſtanding, and to deſpiſe 
its Ingenuity and Plainneſs. Is another in- 
clin'd to Luft and Drinking? He won't fai 
to perſuade him to ſcorn all ics Rules about 
Continence and Sobriety. Has a third great 
Riches? He'll tempt him to be Self conceited, 
to flight his Neighbours, and to give himſelf 
over to his Pleaſures. Is a fourth poor? He'll 
induce him to find fault with che Diſtribi- 
tions of Providence, to be diſcontent, and to 
"ks murmur 
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murmur againſt God. Has a fifth a great 


deal of Learning ? He won't miſs to put into 


his Head a vain Glory. Is a ſixth of a ſtrong 
Conſtitution, and full of Youth ? He will in- 
tice him to take all manner of ſinful Pleaſures. 
I a ſeventh infirm and ſickly ? He will make 
him peeviſh, fretſul, capricious, impatient 
and whimpering, Hath an eighth a great 
Authority 5 Satan will incite him to wrong, 
and to ſcorn, and to abuſe, and to opprefs 
bis Neighbours, AND 1 

lt is Sin that cools Men's Devotions, extin- 


guiſhes their Zeal, quenches their Fervency, 


and deadens their Faith, that caſteth into 
their Minds impertinent Thoughts, to hinder 
their Attention, either in their Prayers, or at 
the hearing, or at the reading God's Word; 
and that makes them miſapply, miſconſtrue, 
and wreſt to their Perdition the Holy Scrip- 
ture. It is Sin that has made the Law of 
Liſe and Liberty, a Law of Bondage, of 
Curſe, and Death; turned the very Preach. 
ing of the Goſpel, a Savour of Death unto 
Death, and provok'd the beſt of Beings; the 
moſt gracious God, the everlaſting Father, 
whoſe Compaſſion is unſpeakable, and the 
iofinicely bountiful Creator, ro purfue the 


Workmanſhip of his Almighty Power, with 
Wrath and Indignation, even with Hatred and 


Perdition, To repent , and to grieve at bit Gen 6.6, 


baving made Men, Alas! it is Sin that has 
drawn, and that keeps them afar off, from 
their Supreme Good; that has been the 
Cauſe of their having no Hope, and of their 
being wit bout God in the World; and that has 
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Eph. 2 1 >, 
made em Aliens, Foreigners, and Strangers 
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from that Fountain of Glory. It is Sin which 

has ſo incenſed the Almighty againſt wretch- * 

ed Men, that by a juſt Judgment, he has 
ſtruck their Souls with Blindneſs and Ovſti- 

nacy, and brought em under SubjeQion to 

Rom. 1. the Concupiſcence of their Fleſh, to Unelean- 

24, 28. meſs, and to vile Affections, even to the Fury, 
: Theſſs, Malice, and Revenge of Satan; ſent them ſtron 

it Deluſions, that they ſhould believe a Its; Left 

Rom. x, fhem to their reprobate Mind; And given them 

28. the Spirit of ſlumber, eyes that they ſhould not ſee, 

11. 8. and ears that they ſhould not bear. It is Sin 

which has ſo much provok'd him, that he bas 

diſmay'd, terrify'd, and diſturb'd their Con- 

ſciences, gall'd and wounded them with Re- 

proaches, rais d in them a vaſt many Scru- 

; ples, and purſued them with Checks, Re- 

Ifaiah 66. morſes, and 4 Worm that ſhall not die: That he 

OP bas diſquieted their Hearts with Amazements, 

Fears and Terrors; vex'd them with Miſgi- 

vings, Confuſion and Anguiſb, and afflicted 

them with Starts, Quakings and Deſpair; that 

he has diſtracted their Wills with Inconſtancy 

and Changeableneſs, which makes them always 

uneaſy, and put in them a multitude of Deſires, | 

that continually perſecute them; that he has | 

laid up in their Memories the diſmal Remem- 

brance of their horrible Crimes, which are 

to be follow'd by dreadful Puniſhments, 

and ſtor'd em with ſeveral Inſtances of the 

Severity of his Juſtice, with the Threatnings 

of his Word, and with grievous Thoughts 

about the End of their Lives, and the Eter- 

nity of Shame, Miſery and 'Torments that 

expects them: That he has match'd their 

Paſſions with Diſorder, Trouble, Diſtur- 

bance, 
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bance, and Reſtleſsneſs, and caus d em to op- 
poſe, to torment, and to deſtroy one ano- 
ther ; and that he has made the Members of 
their Bodies liable to a world of Accidents, 
to many Inconveniences, to ſeveral Diſeaſes, 
and to grievous Sufferings. Theſe are the 


2 I =" * CIEY * ** 


Judgments which Sin brings upon Mankind 


during this Life: The' dreadful, yet they are 
not comparable to thoſe that are to follow 
after Death. | 


—— 


— _ — — 


CH Ap. vn. 


The horrible and eternal Puniſhments which 


the wicked ſhall endure after Death. 


FT? HE Scripture expreſſeth the Puniſh- 
ments which the wicked ſhall then en- Rom. 6. 
dure by Death, The wages of fin is death ;,,. 
By à curſe, By an unquenchable fire, By a fur- Matt. 25. 
nace of fire, By an everlaſting fire, By a worm 41. 3. 12. 


7 that. dieth not, And by @ lake of fire burning *3* 2 
with brimſtone. Theſe Expreſſions give 4 
N frightful Hints of theſe Puniſhments, for Dea 


4 
us Mark 9. 
jul Mas 
here intimates not only the Deprivation ofRev. 19. 


all Happineſs, and a State of Horror, Dark- 20. 


nels and Deſtruction, but likewiſe a deep 


| Miſery and terrible  Sufferings ; and the 


Curſe of God denotes his exceedingly great 


Hatred, his dreadful Wrath, and an extream 


Indignation: And a Worm that dieth not, 


an unquenchable, an everlaſting Fire ; a Fur. 


nace and a Lake of Fire burning with Brim- 
ſtone, repreſent to us, the continual, the ex- 
"5. & ceſſive, 
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re, the acuteſt, and the eternal Tor- 
ments of Hell; And fo the Damned ſhall 
not only be deprived of God's moſt precious 
Love, the Source of all Felicity, the Fountain 
of all Good, the Spring of all Glory, and 
the inexhauſtible Treaſure of all Riches ; 
be excluded from Heaven, the place of an 
infinite and everlaſting Bliſs; an endleſs * 
Kingdom full of immortal Crowns, of ex 
ceeding great Honours, and of an unſpeaka- $ 
ble delight; and the Abode both of the bleſſed 3 
Angels, and of the glorified Souls; and be. 
reav'd of all manner of Bleſſings, even of the 
leaſt Shadow of Hope ever to enjoy an 
Happineſs : But beſides, both their Bodies and 
So (hall ſoffet the moſt exquiſite Torments. 
There will be no Limb, no Joint, no part 
in their Bodies, but will be full of the ac- 
cuteſt Pain, and all the Faculties of their 
Souls will be ſeiz d upon by Horror, Amaze- 
ment, by Fury, Deſpair, Anguiſh ; diſtract- 
ed by a dreadſul Diſorder, and une xpreſſibſe 
Confuſion; cover'd with Shame, Reproaches, | 
Infamy, and overwhelm?d with a world of | 
| — peakable Griefs and Troubles. The Remem- |: 
ance of what's paſt, the re-calling co Mind | 
their odious Offences, and horrid Crimes, | 
the deceitful Gladneſs and Content they have 
had, the falſe Goods they have poſſeſs d, the 
treacherous Pleaſures they have enjoy'd, the | 
vain Glory they have been fed-withal, and | 
the chimerical Honours they have purſued 
with the greateſt Eagerneſs as well as their 
re- gollecting the many Bleſſings they have 
abus d, the great Graces they have rejected, 
Fr precious Promiſes they hays made no 


F  aegount 
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account of, the Exhortations whereof they 
have taken no notice, the Thieatnings they 


have laugh'd at, and the Puniſhments they 


- 

1 

8 

n have harden'd themſelves againſt: Beſides 
d the Conſideration of the infinite Glory, and 
$ ol the Supreme Felicity the Faithful ſhall be 
n rais'd to and bleſſed with, and of the won- 
ſs derful Triumph gotten over all their Enemies 
& | by Jeſus Chriſt, in whom they would not 
a- | believe, and whoſe Laws they have ſo much 
d ;} trampled upon; the Thoughts of their 
e- having loſt by their fault vaſt Riches, un- 


e ſpeakable Pleaſures, immortal Crowns, and of 


y their being plunged, by reaſon of their Wicked- 


id nes, into an Abyſs of Miſery, Deſpair, and 


ts. Horrors, and the reflecting upon an endleſs 
rt Deprivation of all Happineſs, and upon an 
c- } Eternity of the keeneſt Torments, will tor- 
ir | ture em in a molt direful manner, fink 'em 
e- = in the deepeſt Sorrow, and bring upon em 
Tan unexpreflible Agony: Then, then, and to 
ile all Eternity, there will be inlignificant Re. 
es, pentings, Weepings, Crying and Bemoan- 
of ings, as well as a moſt better bewailing, a 
m-. lamentable wringing of Hands, a diſmal 
nd gnaſhing of Teeth, and an horrible belching 
es, out Blaſphemies againſt their Supreme Judge; 
ve || Whilſt all the Sluices of God's dreadful Dil- 
che pleaſure and Vengeance will be for ever o- 
the pen'd upon them; whilſt his Indignation, 
nd more inſupportable than all the Torments 
ed we have any notion of, whilſt his hand hea- 
'eir vier than Mountains, and his Wrath hotter 
are than the moſt violent Fire, ſhall fall and-ruſh 


on thoſe loſt Wretches, and overwhelm them. 
Thus you ſee, how heavy, hard, _——_ 
; all 


ä 
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and cruel the Yoke of Sin is, what wretched, 
lamentable and dreadful Condition it brings 
Men to, even in this Life, and what direful 
Reward it beſtows upon them, when they 
paſs from Time into Eternity. But let us 
leave off ſo ſad, ſo melancholy, fo deplora- 


ble a Subject, and conſider another full of 


Comfort, Delight, and Satisfaction, I mean 
the bleſſed Yoke of our dear Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of Virtue, his glorious Image. 


CHAP. VII. 
What Jeſus Chriſt and Virtne requires 


of us. 


OW what does our Lord command 
us? To Love, 


ſoever ; that has lov'd us firſt, whoſe Power, 
has created us, whoſe Providence does pre- 


ſerve us, whoſe Goodneſs is the Origine of 


all the Bleſſings, and all the Comforts we 


Ads 17. enjoy. What elſe does he enjoyn us? To 
26, 


Love, Whom beſides God? Our Neighbours, 
who are Branches of the fame Trunk, and 


Streams ofthe ſame Source we come of; whoſe 
Nature is the ſame as ours, for we all have 
been made” of one Blood; and we all are 
indued with a rational Soul, and the ſame 


Image of the Divine Mind is imparted to us 
all in common. Does he not require ſome- 


thing further ? Yes, he will have us love our 


ſelves 


| Whom ? God, the beſt, 
the moſt excellent, the wiſeſt, the moſt ami 
cable, and the perfecteſt of all Beings what- 


2 ; 
ke. 
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ſelves ſo well as to do all that lies in our 
Power to perfe& our Nature, that by him 
we may be found worthy to be admitted in- 
to the moſt glorious, and the happieſt of all 
Abodes, the Kingdom of Heaven, full of 
everlaſting Treaſures, and of endleſs Honours ; 
and abounding with Pleaſures, that far from 
ſurfeiting, grow , ſweeter and ſweeter, ſtill 
more pleaſant and delicious, as they are en- 
joy d: Where our Sight ſhall be bleſſed with 
 aglorious Light, that ſhall never be fucceed- 
ed by any Darkneſs, and our Ears with a 
' moſt raviſhing Melody, that ſhall never be 
interrupted by Complaints, bitter Cries, by 
| Groans and Lamentations; our Hearts with 
the unſpeakably deleQable Senſation of God's 
Love, our Minds with the unexpreſſible Sa- 
tisfaction of converſing with his holy Angels, 
and where our whole Perſons, both Bodies 
and, Souls, ſhall be Partakers of greater Blef- 
ſigns than it is poſſible for us to conceive. 
Now what does Virtue require? To live ſo- Tit , 12. 
berly, rigbteouſiy and godly; to be thankful to 
our great Creator wt. BenefaRor, to pay him 
our moſt religious Homages, and to obey 
chearfully his Commandments : To do as we Luk. 6. 31. 
would that men ſhould do to us ; To render to all Rom. 13. 
their dues, to be temperate, diſcreet, and holy.7- 
Why does Virtue require of us theſe things? 
That we may be happy both in this Life and 
in the next, Thus you ſee that what Jeſus 
Chriſt enjoyns us, and what Virtue demands 
of us, come to the ſame thing, i. e. to Love, 
and that they have the ſame End, which is 
our Felicity : Wherefore ſince all the Com- 
mandments of our bleſſed Lord, and all the 
Precepts 
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Precepts of Virtue may be reduced to one, 
which is to Love ; it is very worth our while, 
to examine the Nature of that Love, as well 
as its Properties, and the admirable Eſſects 
it produces. | 


* . 
"od. 


CHAP. IX 
The Nature of Love, its Effes and 
| Advantages. | 


—B 


Ove or Charity is a natural Affection, 
which having its Origine and Seat in 

the Heart, does unite itſelf ſo cloſely to it, 
and grows ſo powerſul therein, that it takes 


Paſſeſſion of its Thoughts and its Deſires, and 


becomes the great Spring, and the chief 
Principle of our Actions, which conſequently 
are Either ſinful or virtuous, according as the 
Objects, it makes uſe of, happen to be: All 


the other Affections having their firſt Riſe, 


and their Strength from that Root, they grow 
bad or good, as they are influenced by it 
wherefore if Love takes Goodneſs for its Ob- 
jet, both its Trunk and its Branches have 
a Tendency to that Goodneſs: And fo God 
being the Source of all Goodneſs, is the true, 
the proper, the peculiar Object of Love, 
and ſhould be the Foundation thereof, and 
the greateſt Inducement to it, as well as its 
only Center. Now as the Rays which pro- 
ceed rom that Center, do act and quicken 
many Creatures, we are bound to love them, 
but that Love muſt be kindled by the Rays 
that iſſue from the Center of that Supreme 
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Goodneſs. Such Love as that is properly N 


what the. Scripture calls Charity. 

Now when that Charity is poſſeſs d of our 
Hearts, it expands it ſelf into all Virtues, 
and drives Vice away. It ſpreads into all 
Virtues, for it induces a Man to be pious, 


devout, and religious, to ſerve God faithfully, 


and with chearfulneſs ; to prefer him to all 
his Creatures, even to his own Life, and 
makes his Love reign in his Heart, in his Soul, 
and in his Mind. It renders him juſt, up- 
right, ſincere, merciful and compaſſionate: 
It engages him to be of a publick and gene- 


rous Spirit, and to apply himſelf, as much as 


he can, to the general Good and Happineſs 
of Mankind. It diſpoſes him to diſplay the 
Charms of-Liberality and Bountifulneſs to- 
wards them, and to be an Aﬀerter and a 
Defender of the Truth, but yet inclinable eo 


credit whatever may be ſaid in behalf of his 


Ne 
perſuades him to lead a temperate Life, to 
have great Patience, and to be very modeſt. 
It cuts off all wicked Partiality, as well as all 
ſelfiſh Narrowneſs of Spirit, from whence 
ſpring Wrongs, Injuſtices, and Self-conceit- 
edneſs : It drives away Vice, for it baniſhes 
from him Envy, Malice and Revenge; It 


ſhames Glorying and Haughtineſs; it ſubdues 
Pride, Ambition, and Luſt ; it conquers 


Avarice and Self. Intereſt; it cools Paſſion 


and Anger, and it will not ſuffer us to mi 
conſtrue our Neighbour's Actions, and to en- 
tertain wrongfully ill Opinions of em: That 
Charity aims at the producing all theſe bleſſed 


Effects ; that it ſpreads into all Virtues, and 
"74 F drives 


3 and to hope well of them. It 
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34 7 Dh concerning 
2 Vice away, is very plain by the Scrip- 
ture, which powerfully recommends to us all 
the Virtues above. mention d, and exhorts us 
with all the earneſtneſs poſlible, to deftroy 
the aforeſaid Vices. 


Matt. 22. Now the holy Scripture tells us, That all the 


37: 38,39, Law and the : Prophets Do on theſe £290 Com- 
Fs mandments, the Gt is; Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God with all = heart and with all thy ſoul, 
Juba 2 ob with all thy 4; And the ſecond like unto 
Tim. 1. . ir, Thou 2 yn thy 2 5 as thy ſelf; 
y That it ii rbe Principle of Obedience; That 
love out of a pure heart, and of a good conſcience, 
and of faith unfeigntd, is the end of the Com- 
mandment, 4. e. of the Law; and that all the 
Law is fulfilled ' in one word, even in this, 
Gal. 5. 14. Thou ſhalt lowe thy Neighbour 4 thy ſelf That 
Col. 3. 14. jh ve 4s the Bond of Parfitines; and relating its 
excellent Properties, and its Averſeneſs from 
x Cor. „Vice, the Scripture ſays, Charity ſuffererh long, 
+5 6, 7. hd is kind ; Charity envieth not, vannterh mot 
it ſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave itſelf un- 
ſtemly,: ſeeketh not ber own, is not eaſily provoked, 
 thinketh no evil, rejoyeeth not in iniquity, 
2 in the trutb, 'beareth all things, belieweth 
all things, hapeth all things, endureth all things. 

- Beſides there are vety great Advantages 
that do attend Charity: It propitiates ſor our 
Crimes, it averts God's Judgments from us, 
and appeaſes his N r againſt ot our Sins; for 

r Pet. 4. St. Peter aſſures us, That Charity fhall wo 6 
8, multitude of Sin It intitles us 70e 4 Com- 
forts, and the Bleflings of God, to his Pro- 
tection, to his Love, and conſequentiy to his 
Glory, and his Felicity. Let them that love 
PC. 5. 1-08 ne, ſays Dans, * joyful in thee ; and 


again, 


I - gracious and infinitely wiſe Providence, that 
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again, | They | ſhall proſper that love thee: Fur cxxii. 6. 


thermore, The Lord preſerveth all thoſe iber fu 20: 


love bim; and Jeſus Chriſt ſays, If any m, wah 


3 j f 2 | 
' tous me, my Father will love him; and once Prov. 8. 


more, I love them that love me; riches and17, 18. 
honour are with me, yea, durable riches and 

rig eine : And St. Janes declares that, 

he Lord bas 

Kingdom, to them that love bim. Three other? 
great Advantages of Love are thefe : Its be- 
ing the Soul of Faith, its inducing us to per- 
form God's Commandments, and ics freeing 
us from Fear; for St. Paul tells us, That Fairb . 
worketh by love, and Jeſus Chriſt intimates, 
That it is the cauſe of our obeying bis Precepts. John 14. 


There is no fear in love, ſays St. Fobn, perfect | — 4+ 
love cafteth out furt. 


Moreover, Love conquers the exceeding 
great Reluctances we find in our corrupt 
Nature, for the forſaking of our. Vices, and 
for the weaning our Affections from this 
World. It reconciles us to thoſe Precepts 
Men look upon as hard, even as unpractica- 
ble, and it renders the Practice of them, not 
only tolerable, but alſo eafy, even pleafant 
and delectable. Love powerfully engages us 
to have an intire Confidence in God's moſt 


diſpoſes of all Events as he thinks fit, and 
orders them to work together for aur good, It Rom. 8. 


induces us to avoid carefully all that's con. 28. 
trary to our Salvation, and to do our beſt 


Endeavour to be perfect, as our father which is Matt. 5. 
in beaven is perfect. Love is a ſtrong Cement 48. 
whereby Men may be well united, an excel- 
lent Obſerver of Righe and Equity, the beft 

| K BT Keeper 


amis d the crown of life and bir Jam. 1.12. 


al. 5. 6. 
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Keeper of Order and Peace, and a powerſul 
Inducer to the Obedience of God's Com- 
mandments. Love has another admirable 
Property, which is the recommending to God 
the Good we do, tho' it be mix'd with a 
great deal of Imperſection, and the ingaging 
him to accept of, and to reward it, with an 


eternal Happineſs. Thus you fee, that Love 


is a very natural Act, an excellent Quality, 
an Affection of an abſolute neceſſity, and the 
moſt noble of all Virtues, and therefore it 
will be admitted into Heaven, and indure to 
all Eternity. As the Faithful go out of this 
World, moſt of the other Virtues leave 'em 
for ever, but Love, or Charity, attends them 
into the Kingdom of Heaven: I ſay, That 
moſt of the other Virtues leave the Faithful, 
when they depart this Life ; the reaſon of it 


is evident, for being founded either on our 


own Miſery, or on the Miſery of our Neigh- 
bours, they muſt needs ceaſe to be, when the 
World is at an End; becauſe there will be 
no Miſery in Heaven, and the Miſery in 


Hell ſhall never be reliev'd by any means 


whatſoever; wherefore they ſhall be abo- 
liſh'd. Now, that moſt of the other Virtues 
are grounded either upon our own Miſery, 
or on the Miſery of other People, is plain ; 
for Faith is founded upon our want of an 
Heavenly Knowledge, Hope upon our Need, 
Repentance upon our Sins, Humility upon 
our Imperſections, Patience upon our Suffer- 
ings, Continence and Sobriety are Remedies 


._ againſt carnal Appetites, and Courage againft 
Fear. Liberality has for its Foundation the 


Indigence of our Neighbours z Compaſſion, 
* —— 
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either their Grieſs, their Troubles, or their Afflic- 
tions; and Forbearance either their Failings, or 
their Infirmities, or their Wickedneſs. Love 
will be in Heaven the chief, and perhaps the 

only Law, that excellent, that noble, that ad- 
mirable, that divine Virtue ſhall rein ſor ever 


in chat glorious and eternal Kipgdom. Cha Cor 13, 
' rity never faileth, ſays S. Paul, but whether 8, 13. 
there be prophecies, they ſhall fe ail, whet ber tbere 


be tongues, they ſhall ceaſe, whether there be know. . 
ledge, it ſhall vaniſh away, Now: abideth Faith, 
Hope, Charity, theſe three, but the greateſt of 
theſe is Charity. The Pre-eminence of that 
Virtue over the two others, will evidently ap- 

ar, if what St. Jobs aſſerts in his fitſt Epi- 

le is duly conſider'd. He declares, That 


Love is not only of God, but moreover, That be , John ee 


who loveth not, knoweth not God; the reaſon 7, 
of it he fubjoyns ; For, ſays he, God is Love: 


Again, He who dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, 1 
and God in him, Thus you ſee, that by the 
means of Love, we know God and we poſſeſs 
him, and he poſſeſſes us. Now by poſſeſſing 
God we poſſeſs the true, and the natural Ob- 
ject of Love, i. e. the Source of all Goodneſs, 
as well as the Origine of all Righteouſneſs, 
and the Fountain of all Wiſdom ; and by be- 
ing 3 by him we become Virtuous and 
Perſect, which is all that the Law of the Goſ. 

pel requires of us, Furthermore, The Emi- 
nency of Love or Charity will be very ap- 
parent, if we conſider, that Love is the chief- 
eſt and the nobleſt part of God's Image in us, 
which Faith and Hope are not in the leaſt, 
becauſe neither of em is found in God, for 


there is no Being above Him to be the 72 
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ject of his Faith, and as he is perfectly happy 


in himſelf he hopes for no Felicity. 


% " 
n L 3 1 . Y 


CHAP. X 
The Oljeds of Love, 


YAving thus conſider'd Love, the Di. 
rector of our Thoughts, the Promoter 
our Words, and the Soul of our Actions, 
tet us now fee, which are the proper Ob- 
jects of that powerful Affection. It is of the 
greateſt Conſequence ſor our being made virtu- 
om, perfect and happy, not only to have a true 


Notion of Love, but alſo to be well acquaint- 


ed with its true Objects, and to know how to 
apply it to them ; for as all our Vices, and 
conſequently our Diſſatisfactions, and all our 
Miſery, iſſue from our diſordinate and unruly 
Love; ſo our Virtues, and by conſequence 
our Content and our Felicity, proceed from 
an orderly and well regulated Love: Did we 
but love, as we ought to do, all would be 
very well with us, but alas! we love cordi- 


ally what we ſhould not love, I mean inſenſi. 


ble Creatures, which are not able to have the 
leaſt Affection for us; and we love not hear- 
tily God who lov'd us firft, and who is the 
Author of all the Blefſings we enjoy, and the 
Giver of a glorious Immortality. We love 


that which does corrupt our Nature, and 


which is our Ruin, i. e. unlawful Pleaſures, a 


vain Glory, and the ill Cuſtoms and wicked 


Practices of this World; and we love not 
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God, who ſanctifies and perfeas our Nature, 
who is the Author of our Salvation, and the 
Source of all our Happineſs: We love Men 
ſor reaſons taken from our Corruption, but 
not from the Image of the Supreme Good - 
neſs, which we may ſee in them; wherefore 
it was of an abſolute neceſſity, both to our 
'? Temporary and to our Eternal Welſare, to have 
codur Love take its due and requiſite courſe 5 now 
te bleſſed Yoke of Jeſus Chriſt does bend 


T |? that governing Affection towards the moſt 


> excellent, and the nobleſt of all its Objects, 5 
and towards rational Creatures, proportion 
bly as the Image of the Supreme Goodneſs is 
ſeen in them; I ſay, That the Yoke of our 
Lord does incline our Love towards God, 
for it brings us to the Knowledge of a Being 
ſo Good, fo Juſt, ſo Wiſe, fo Merciful, in a 
word, fo Perfect, that whenever our unruly. 
Paſſions ceaſe raging and are ſilent, our 
Heart can't refuſe him our intire Love. Te 
ſets our Underſtandings aright, by ingaging 
us to conſider, that being the Author of our 
Life, and all our excellent Faculties, as well 
|| as of all the Comforts, and of all the Blei- 
ſings we enjoy, he well deſerves to be pre- 
fer d to every thing whatſoever. It induces 
us to reflect upon the unexpreſſible Miſery, 
and the dreadful Torments we were doom d 
to and deliver d from, by his unſpeakable Cha- 
rity, through his beloved Son, as well as 
upon the eternal Glory, the inexhauſtible 
Riches, and the everlaſting Pleaſures. purchas'd 
unto us by his infinite Bountifulneſs through 
our bleſſed Lord Jeſus; for, ſays St. Paul, 
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God who is rich in mercy for bis great love, where- 
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with he loved us, even when we were dead in 
Sint, bas quickened us together with Chriſt, ane 
bas raiſed us up together, and made us fit together | 
in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus, that in the | 
apes to come, be might ſhew the exceeding riches | 
bis grace in bis kindneſs towards us, through | 
John 2.16. Jeſs Chriſt 5 and St. Fobn, God ſo loved the 
| world, that he gave his only hegotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth on him ſhould not periſh, but 
bave everlaſting life, Beſides, by that bleſſed | 
Yoke, we are drawn into the way of Godli- |: 
neſs which leadeth to a glorious Immortality, 

pf. 119 and we are made to run the way, and to go 
32, 25. in the paths of bis Commandments, whereby we 
ſerve, we worſhip, and we adore his infinite, 
eternal, and moſt glorious Majeſty, and we 
praiſe, we bleſs, and we extol his unſpeakable 
Love towards Mankind, which intitles us to 
a Glory, and to a Happineſs that may be 
poſlefs'd and enjoy d, but never exprefs'd nor 
d a] 
Now. be pleaſed to judge, whether there's 
the leaſt reaſon to ſay, that the Yoke of Jeſus 
Chriſt is too hard and too ſevere in that re- 
ſpe, and whether, on the contrary, it is not 
very natural and juſt, ficting and expedient to 
love intirely the Source of all Goodneſs, the 
Author of all the admirable Faculties we are 
endow'd with, and the Fountain of all the 
Bleſſinꝑs we enjoy in this Life,as well as of the 
Supreme Felicity we ſhall be partakers of to 
all Eternity; and conſequently to take all 
the care we can to pleaſe him, by a Be- 
| haviour ſuitable to his holy Will; to have 
Thoughts convenient to his Children, to ſpeak 
| to his Praiſe and Glory, and to act as much 


2 | as 
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as in us lies for his Service. Were our Paſſions 
leſs noiſy, and our Reaſon better hearken'd 
to, doubtleſs our Self Love would pow- 
erfully induce us to love with all our Heart 
ſo amiable an Object, in whom all Perfecti- 


ons are to be found, even in the higheſt de- 


gree, and from whom all the Goodneſs, all 
the Wiſdom, all the Righteouſneſs, all the 
Power, all the Holineſs of Angels and Men, 
have their Spring. 2 

24h, The Yoke of our bleſſed Lord does 
incline our Love towards rational Creatures, 


proportionably as the Image of the Supreme 


Goodnels is ſeen in them. Now the rational 
Creatures are either Angelical or Human. 
As to the firſt, tho? there is no Injun&ion in 
the Goſpel to love them, yet I ſee no reaſon 
why we ſhould not love in this Life, thoſe 
whom we ſhall certainly love for ever in the 


next: But as to the others, there is a very 


expreſs, poſitive, and urgent Law in that 
Goſpel to love em as ourſelves. I need not 
repeat what I have already quoted; I only 


obſerve, that this Evangelical Law plainly in- 


timates, that our Self-Love is to be the Rule 
whereby we are to Love our Neighbours, 
and that therefore, it is very requiſite to ſhew 
how we ought to love our felyes according 


to the Precepts of the holy Goſpel; for in- 


deed without putting them in practice, Man 


can't be ſaid to love himſelf as he ſhould do; 


on the contrary it may be truly aſſerted, that 
he is to himſelf the moſt dangerous of his 
Enemies, and that if he be depriv'd of a quiet, 
ſweet, and happy Life, expos d to many fa- 
tal Accidents, liable 1 world of * 
an 
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and ſubje& to a great Miſery, to numberleſs 
Afflictions, and to horrible Anguiſhes, he 
muſt lay the fault upon himſelf; for his inor- 
dinate and unruly Paſſions are the true Cauſe 
of the Bitterneſs, and of the Torments of 
this Life : From whence come moſt of his 


Diſtempers and Diſeaſes, ſeveral of his Miſ- 


fortunes, and very often his intire Ruin, but 
from his Intemperance and Debaucheries ? 
What draws upon him a world of Troubles, 
Mortifications, Griefs, Diſgraces, and Dil- 
appointments, but Ambition? What loads 
him with Shame, Infamy, Reproach and 
Confuſion, but Pride? What occaſions him 
Diſcontents, carking Cares, Miſtruſts, Su- 
ſpicions, and abundance of Loſſes, but Cove- 
touſneſs? Whereſore it was of an abſolute ne- 
ceſſity to give him Rules, whereby he might 


love himſelf as he ought to do. Now it is 


what the holy Goſpel has moſt happily per- 
formed : For its Precepts engage Man to 
have for himſelf the trueſt and the ſincereſt 
Love ; whereby he is aware of Intemperance, 
which impairs his Eſtate, ruins his Health, 
ſhortens his Life, confounds and beſots his 
Mind, which. lets looſe his Paſſions, ſpurs 
him on to Diſputes, Quarrels and Murders ; 

induces him to Luxury, Riot, and Laſciviouſ- 
neſs, and makes him forget what he owes to 
God, to his Neigtbours, and to himſelf ; and 
whereby he cheriſhes Sobriety, which im- 


proves his Eſtate, preſerves his Health, pro- 


longs his Days, and keeps his Mind free 
from Confuſion and Diſorder, clear and ſe- 
rene, as well as apt to perform its noble 
Functions, which curbs his Paſſions, e 

: | im 
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him to Peace, reſtrains his Concupiſcence, 
and gives him a free Scope to think of his 
Duties towards his Maker, his Brethren and 


Himſelf; whereby Man is induced to forſake 


his Vices, which eſtrange him from God, his 
Supreme Judge, and corrupt his Nature; 
which deface in his Soul all his Glory, I mean 
God's Image, and kindle againſt him the 
dreadful Wrath of his Supreme Judge : Where- 
by he is perſuaded to humble himſelf before 
Almighty God, the Source of all Perfections, 
to acknowledge his Infirmities, his Faults and 
Unworthineſs; to own that he is but a poor 
wretched Creature, uncapable without an 


heavenly Aſſiſtance of getting out of his un- 


expreſſible Miſery ; and whereby he is mov'd 
to have his Recourſe to the infinite Merits of 
his bleſſed Saviour, by whoſe means he may 
be ſaved. Now, that Repentance and Humi- 
lity are abſolutely neceſſary in order to be 
made happy, is an undoubted Truth ; for, 


fays Jeſus Chriſt in St. Matthew, Except ye be Matt. 18. 


converted, and become as little children, ye ſhall 3, 4. 


not enter into the kingdom of heaven ; and in 
St. Luke, Except ye repent ye ſhall all periſh ; 
again, Every one that exalteth himſelf ſhall & 
abaſed, and he that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalt. 


ed; and St. James declares, That God refiſteth 
but that he gives grace unto the 


That well-ruled Love moves him to wean 
his Heart from this World, which is uncapa- 
ble to give him a perfect Contentment, and 
to make him truly happy; and to be faithſul 


to Jeſus Chriſt, tho? his Fidelity to that bleſſed 


Lord ſhould draw upon him a dreadful Per- 
5 Cd ſecution, 


Luke 13. 
e 


18. 14. 


Jam. 4. K 
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ſecution, and prove his Death, becauſe he is 

the Author of a glorious Immortality, the 

pre of eternal Crowns, and the Source of a 

upreme Felicity. Love not the world, favs 

1 John 2. St. Fobn, neither the things that are in tbe 
15, 16. Tporld: IF any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in bim; for all that is in the 

World, The luſt of the fleſh, and the luſt of the 

eye, and the pride of life, is not of the father, 

but is of the world, And our bleſſed Saviour, 

_ I any Man will come after me, let him deny 
e imſelf, and take up his croſs and follow me; 
For whoſoever will ſave his life ſhall loſe it, and 
whoſoever will loſe his life for my ſake ſhall find 

it, For what is a man profited, if be ſhall gain 

the whole world and loſe bis own ſoul? or what 

ſhall a man give in exchange for bis ſoul? Again, 

Rev. 2.10. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
2 Tim. 2, 4 Crown of life. And St. Paul declares, That 
11, 12. if we be dead in him, we ſhall allo live with 
beim: If we ſuffer we ſhall alſo reign with him. 
Our Self. Love regulated by the Injunctions of 
the Goſpel, preſſes us very much to work out 
our Salvation with fear and trembling ; To abhor 


Phil. 2. hat which it evil, and to cleave to that which 


12. 


With we are called, with all lowlineſs and mee ł- 
Eph. 4 1, 1%; To cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs of 


2. The fleſh and Spirit, perfecting bolineſs in the fear 


: Cor. T" of God; To ſeek thoſe things which are above, 
Col. 3. 1. Where Chriſt ſitteth on the right band of God; To 


make without any delay, our Peace with 


our Supreme Judge, and to do our utmoſt 
Endeavours in order to pleaſe him, that we 
m:y avert from us his dreadful Judgments, 
and be partakers of his a ; 

uc 
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Such ought to be our Love for our Neigh- 
bouts, i. e. for all Men, even for our Ene- 
mies. The want of which occaſions a world 
of Difputes, Quarrels, and Diſorders, and 
leaves a full latitude to Frauds and Injuſtices, 
to Unmercifulneſs and Cruelties, to acti- 
on and Calumnies. But the having a Love 
regulated by the Precepts of the Goſpel, pow- 
ertully induces us to be kindly affectioned 
one to another, To live if poſſiblxs as much as 
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lierb in us, peaceably with all men; To feed our * . 
x . . . . * 9 
Enemy if be hunger, and to give bim drink if be 18, 
ö 7 . | . 
| thirſt, and to do all the good we can to ou Neigh- 20. 
VbBouri. Now as they are compos d both of 
2 Body and of a Soul, all the Advantages 
we are able to procure them, may be re- 
| | duced into two Claſſes. One reſpects the 
Body, and the other concerns the Soul. As 


7 þ to the firſt, the Law of Charity engages us 
do preſerve, as much as lieth in us, their 
, | FHealths and their Lives, and to contribute 
| | to their Proſperity ; to help, to protect, and 
, to defend the Poor; to viſit, to relizve, and 
do comfort the Sick and the Afflicted, ac- 
> | cording to our Power and Abilities. By 
love ſerve one another, ſays St. Paul: Again, Gal. 5. 13. 
J do good, and to communicate forget not, for Heb, 13. 
' with ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleasd ; and 16. 
St. James, Pure Religion, and undefiled before Jam. 1. 2. 
C God and the Father, 1s this, To wiſit the father. 
> | YJefſs and widows in their affiiftions. Jeſus Chriſt 
tells us in St. Matthew, of the unſpeakable. 
- 


Happin:fs, and exceeding great Glo:y of 
bountiful People. Come je bleſſed of my father, Rom. 2. 6. 7 
„ will that Supreme Judge ſay to them, when | 
be renders to every man according to his ww 1 
| : 4575 
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Matt. 25. ſays St. Paul. Come ye bleſſed of my father, in- 
34, 35,36. Herit the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 

dation of the world. For I was an hungred, and 

ge gave me meat: I was thirſty, and ye gave me 

drink: I was a ſtranger and ye took me i: 

Nakey and ye clothed me: I was fick and 3e vi- 
fited me: I was in Priſon, and ye came unto 
me. . | 
As to their Soul, the Law of Charity obli- 
ges us to pray heartily for their Salvation, 
to convinc? them of the deplorable Condition 
Sin has reduced them to, and to reclaim 
them from their ill Courſes, by ſound Ad- 
vices, prudent Exhortations, earneſt Intrea- 


1 Theſſ ;. ties, and timely Reproofs. Warn them that 


14. ' 
: bim know, that he which converteth the ſinner 


From the error of bis way, ſhall ſave a ſoul from 
death, and ſhall hide a multitude of Sins, That 

Law of Charity ingages us to induce 'em to 

be humble, modeſt, and temperate; to in- 
ſtruct carefully the ignorant, of the indiſpen- 
ſible Duties of Religion; to remove Scruples 
and Doubts, which diſturbs poor Souls, and 
keep em in ſuſpence, and to ſettle thoſe 
whoſe Minds are troubled in the Temper they 
ſhould be in. It urges us to perſuade em 
to deſpiſe the vain Glory of this World, and 
to deteſt its wicked Cuſtoms, ill Practices, 
and bad Principles; to loath its ſinful Plea- 
ſures, and to wean their Hearts from its 
Rictes; to have a ſtrict Union with their 
Saviour, to ſerve him faithfully, and to obey 
with care his Commandments; To ſer their 
affettion on things above, and to make as ſoon 
es foſſible their Peace with God, in whoſe 
f Power, 


Col. 3˙ 2. 
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the Yoke of Jeſus Chriſt. * 


Power, is Death and Life, Damnation and 
Salvation. Finally it requires of us, to excite 
and to encourage em, not only by word of 
Mouth, but likewiſe by good Examples, to 
perform Acts of Godlineſs, to do Works of 
Charity, and to apply themſelves tq the 
Sanctification of their Souls. Theſe are the 
beſt Services that can be done, and the greateſt 
Advantages that can be procured ; for they 


aim both at our Temporary Happineſs, and 


at our Eternal Felicity : Wherefore we ſhould 
take all the Care poſſible, and addict our 
ſelves diligently to do ſuch Services, to get 


ſuch Advantages to our Relations, Friends, 


and Neighbours. 


CWAP . 
That to be under the Yoke of Jeſus Chriſt 


3s our preſent, and will be our future 
Happineſs and Glory. 


NOW let any Man confider impartially 
the Yoke of Sin, and the Yoke of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and let him declare, whether 
what his Goſpel demands of us, is not in- 
comparably eaſier, more agreeable to Nature, 
and pleaſinter, as well as exceedingly more 
Satisfactory, ſafer, more advantageous, and 
fuller of Comforts, eyen in this World, than 
what Sin requires of us; and whether conſe- 
quently it is not leſs troubleſome and difficult 
to go to Heaven, than to hurry our ſelves 
into Hell, I carry on the thing further Fl 
im 


48 
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nt 


| A Diſcomſe concerning 


Lord's Commandments drives away Intem- 


entertains Sobriety, which foments a good 


to put off our Vices, as Idleneß, Senſuality 
Intereſt, or induce us to ſquander away our 
ful, prudent and laborious, and brings down 


upon us Bleſſings from Heaven, and conſe- 
quently avails mightily to the preſerving, and 


8 


him declare, whether it is not our preſent, 

and whether it will not be our future Hap- 

pineſs and Glory, to be under the Yoke of 

2 > wha Chriſt, when he has duly con- 
erd, 

Firſt, That the taking his Yoke upon 
us, i. e. our obſerving his Commandments, 
contributes very much to the preſerving of our 
Health, without which we can't be happy, 
had we all the Riches, all the Conveniences, 
all the Friends, all the Credit, all the Pre- 
ferments, and all the Dignities, that our 
Hearts could defire; for the keeping our 


perance, which breeds many Diſtempers, and 


Conſtitution, and conduces to the reſtoring 
of bad ones: It bridles our unruly Paſſions, 
which diſorder our Bodies, and renders us 
ntle, mild, moderate, and content, which 
eitles in us a ſweet Tranquility, and conſe- 
quently helps us very much to the preſerving 
of our Health. „ 
When he has well conſider'd, Secondly, 
That our Obedience to his Law engages us 


and Pride, which either make us neglect our 
Goods, and that it renders us diligent, care - 


to the increaſing of our Subftance, as well as 
to the enjoying of it with Contentment and 
Chearfulnck. ng hs LS 


Pu 


When 


When he has rightly conſider'd, Thirdly, 


1 
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That the obſerving his Precepts makes us 
wile. Now Wiſdom, ſays the wiſeſt of Kings, 
ſhall promote us, bring us to honour, give to our 
head an ornament of grace, and deliver to us 4 Plov. 4. 
crown of glory: That it renders us juſt, up. 5» 9: 
right, honeſt, good-natur'd, generous and 
bountiful, which gains us the Affection, and 
the Eſteem of our Neighbours ; that it helps 
us to rid our ſelves of our Prejudices, which 
draw us into many Abſurdities, Inconvenien- 
ces and Misfortunes, as well as to improve 
and to enlighten our Underſtandings to rule 
well our Wills, and to direct their Deſires to 
the Glory of God, to the Good of our Neigh- 
bours, and to our own Advantage; to ſtore 
our Memories with comfortable Notions, to 
renew in us the Image of our Creator, to con- 
form our ſelves to his Holineſs; in ſhort, to 
raiſe our Nature to as great a heig t of Per- 
ſection as our Infirmities will permit it. 
Finally, when he has ſeriouſly conſider'd, 


N that by taking the Yoke of our bleſſed Jeſus 


upon us, I mean, by ſubmitting our ſelves 
to his Laws, by obſerving them carefully, 
and by following his Doctrine; we get for 
the Life co come unſpeakable Advantages, 
and we gain an exceedingly great Reward, 
and we obtain a moſt glorious Kingdom ; 


for when our Souls leave this World, they 


thall be admitted into Paradiſe, an Abode of 
an unutterable Bliſs, where there will be no 
Dai kneſs, but a perpetual Light no Grict, 
no Affliction, but unexpreſſible Joys and 
Pleaſures; no Miſery, but an exceedinglv 
great -Hap,ineſs; no Anguiſh, no Diſſatiſ- 

Ai H faction, 
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but ineffable Comforts, and a perfect Con- 
tentment; no War, no Contention, no 
Struggling, but a laſting Peace, a good In- 
telligence, and an admirable Concord; no 
Ignominy, no Reproach, no Diſgrace, but 
Honour, E*eem and Glory. And when our 
Bodies riſe again, God will render their 
Union with their Souls, not only everlaſting, 
but likewiſe the moſt intimate, the pleaſanteſt, 
the moſt agreeable, the ſweeteſt, and the 
moſt perfect. He will be pleaſed to keep 
for ever betwixt them a wonderful liking, 
and admirable Sympathy, a lovely Corre- 
Rev. 7.17, \Pondence, and a delightful Harmony, Then 


we ſhall hunger no more, ſays St. John, weither 


thirjt any more, neither ſhall the Sun light on us, 
nor any heat, for the lamb ſhall fged us, and ſhall 
lead us umo living fountains of waters: And 
Rev. 21. God ſhall wipe all tears from our eyes, and there 
T ſhall be no more death; neither ſorrow nor crying; 
neither ſhall there be any more pain, On the 
contrary, we ſhall be bleſſed with a perfect 
Satisfaction, and a glorious Immortality. We 
ſhall be allowed to inrich our ſelves with the 
Treaſures of his Grace, to partake of his Eter- 
nal Glory, to enjoy his Supreme Felicity, 
and to adorn our Souls with his Divine 
Perfections. The Love of God towards us, 


having no Bounds, the Bleſſings and the Fa- 


vours he will beſtow upon us to all Eternity 
ſhall have no Meaſure neither. He will make 
our Bodies as perfect as it is poſſible for them 
to be, render them purer and brighter than 
the Sun, bleſs their Eyes with the moſt de- 
ſirable ſight of our glorious Redeemer, with 


an eternal, moſt pure, and exceedingly de- 
OED W lightfal 
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ligheful Light, iſſuing out of that wonderful 
Sun of Righteouſneſs ; their Ears with a moſt 
raviſhing Melody, and all their other Senſes 
with all the Delight, and all the Pleaſure 
they are capable of. As to our Souls, God 
will make *em by degrees as pure, as holy, 
as glorious, as knowing, as powerful, as 
happy, as the Archangels and the Cheru- 


ims are; render us as like himſelf, as the 


Finite can be like the Infinite, communicate 
to them as much of his Perfections, as their 
Nature can permit; enlighten their Under- 
ſtandings, perfect their Wills, ſanctify their 
Affections, and adorn their Memories with 
the moſt glorious Notions: In ſhort God's 
Power and Bountifulneſs will never ceaſe 
operating in our behalf, till they have raisd 
us to the higheſt pitch of Perfection our Na- 
ture can reach, and made us as happy as li- 
mited Beings can be. 


CHAP. XII. 


| Objeftions made againſt the Eaſineſs or 


Gentleneſs of our Lord's Yoke, and the 
Anſwers. | 


T muſt then be acknowledg'd, that the 
bleſſed Yoke of our adorable Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, is not only eaſy, agreeable to our 
| Reaſon, very iuſt, fitting to our State, and 


moſt honourable, but alſo aiming at the ge- 
neral Good of Mankind, tending to the pub- 
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lick and to tbe particular Peace and Tran- 
quility, exceedingly advantageous to every 
body, and driving both at the Safety of our 
own Perſons, and at the ſecuring of our own 
Subſtance, as well as at the quieting our 
Conſciences, and at the making us happy. ta 
all Eternity. It may be ſaid that indeed the 
Commandments mention'd concerning the 
three Objects of our Charity, are very reaſona- 
ble and not difficult to perform, but that there 
are ſevaral others very auſtere, rigorous, 
hard, painful and burdenſome; As to humble 


Jam. 4.10.0urſelves, to be patient in tribulation, to repent, 


1Pct.56 f% love cur enemies, &c. to believe things which 
1. ehe bas not ſeen, nor ear beard; neither | 56 en. 
Matt. 3. fred into the heart of man; And to ſet our aſfecti- 
2. F. 44. ons on them, and not on things on the earth, It 
1 Cor. 2 is Poſitively faid in the Acts, Tbat we muſe 
9. | through tribulation enter into the Kingdom of 
_ 1 4. Ged. Jeſus Chriſt ſhews plainly, chat it is 
22. very difficult to be ſaved, when he ſays, Strait 
Matth. J. is the gate, and narrow is the way, which lead- 
14 eth unto life; when he declares, That whoſo- 
Luke 14. ver does not forſake all that be bath, and batetb 
Lok e 14. 0 bis father and mother, and wife, and children, 
26. and brethren, and ſiſters, yea, and bis own life, 
8 cannot be bis diſciple; and when he bids us, 


Matt. 16. Deny our ſelves, and take up his croſs, and follow 


24s 


him; and when he requires of us, To loſe our 
16. 25. 


lives for his ſake. I confeſs that theſe things 
which the Goſpel abſolutely demands of us 
ſeem, at the firſt ſight, very hard and unrea- 
ſonable, molt grievous, and even unpractica- 
ble; but when they are duly weigh'd, they 
dont appear ſo at all; on the contrary, they 
are found to be very juſt, exc edingly pro- 
| | fitable, 
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only the Contempt and the 


the Yoke of Jeſus Chriſt. 
fitable, moſt proſperous, and very feaſible; 
which I hope to be able to prove evidently. 
Firſt, The Goſpel exacts, that we ſhould 
be humble; now this, far from being hard, 
is very requiſite, as my Reader will be very 
ſenſible of, if he conſidets, firſt, that Humili. 


ty is a Virtue, whereby we may become 
great, and perfect our Nature; a Virtue 


which is the ready way to attain Honour 


and Glory, one of the propereſt means to 
render our ſelves acceptable to Gad, and an 
admirable Expedient, to get bath the Eſteem, 
and the Love of good People: A Virtue 
which makeus apt to take good Advice, eaſy 
to be intreated, and fit to deal withal ; a 


Virtue which prepares thoſe that are indued 


with it, to receive from God with a becoming 


_ Reſignation, any Event which his Providence 


ſhall thiok fic co permit, which contains them 
within their own Sphere, and ſecures a fa- 
vourable Condeſcenſion towards their Inſe- 
riors, a greatw Regard for their Equals, and 
a due Submiſſion to their Superiors; 2 


| Virtue which is an admirable Obſerver of 
Peace, a good Preſerver of Order, and 


a ſtrict Keeper of Unity. If we conſider, 
Secondly, That Pride renders Men fretful, 


peeviſh, and captious, raſh in their Judg- 


ments, and ſevere in their Cenſures, as well 


as apt to be provok'd, extreamly jealous of 


being ſlighted, conceited of themſelves, and 


always diſcontented with the Diſpenſations 


of God's. Providence, which diſquiets their 
Minds, diſturbs their Peace, and grieves their 
Hearts, and which brings upon them, not 

Hatred of every 


Body, 
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Jam 4 


Body, but likewiſe the Indignation and the 


5 Judgment of God; Who, lays St. James, re- 
ſiiſts the proud, by aſſerting againſt them his 


Glory, by maintaining the Right of their 
Neighbours, and by letting them know to 
their Coft, how vain and how perillous an 
Attempt it is, to take too much upon them- 
ſelves, and to derogate from his Honour, and 
to deprive their fellow Creatures of their 
ne yt 74 5; 

Secondly, The Goſpel requires of us to be 
patient, which far from being hard, is very 
reaſonable, and ſuits mighty well with our 
Condition, for Patience arms us againſt a 
multitude of Miſchiefs, which frequently 
break in upon us, and helps us to overcome 
them. It fortifies and ſupports us in our 
Afflictions, which are the Remedies God often 


makes uſe of, for the curing of the Soul, 
and no leſs neceſſary to its Welfare, than 


Phyſick is for the good Diſpoſition of the 
Body. It prepares us to receive Injuries with- 
out Perturbation: It reſtrains Anger and 


Precipitation commonly attended with many 


Inconvenience3, and ſometimes with great 
Misfortunes, and when ſome Adverſity has 
overtaken us, that Virtue enables us to bear 
it with evenneſs of Mind, and perſuades us 


to ſubmit our ſelves intirely to the Appoint- 
ments of God's Providence, which proves a 


very great Advantage to us, for God whoſe 


2 Cor. 4.Goodnels is infinite, orders things fo, That 


17. 


our light affiiftion, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 


Rom. 8. Weight of glory; A glory with which the ſuffer- 


18. 


ings of this preſent time, are not worthy to be 
nan | compared, 
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compared. But Impatience, far from doing 
good, does a great deal of harm; far from 


healing, exaſperates; far from driving away 


Evils, brings them in, far from alleviatin 
our Sorrows, aggravates them; beſides Im- 
patience is exceedingly unbecoming thoſe, 
who by their own fault, have brought Miſery 
upon themſelves. | 


Thirdly. Repentance, which the Chriſtian 


Religion abſolutely requires, gives a great 


deal of Trouble and Pains, is attended with 
abundance of Difficulties and Hardſhips, cauſes 
much Sorrow and” Anxiety, and excites ſeve- 
ral Conflicts and Struglings. Its Alterations 
are extreamly unpleaſant, and its Demands 


are very grievous. It requires of us. to have 
a watchful Eye over our Actions, and eſpe- 


cially over our Failings, and to keep under 
our unruly Paſſions with all the Care poflible, 
to leave off our Vices, to renounce the World 
with all its Vanities and wicked Cuſtoms, 
and to reſiſt manfully the Temptations of che 
Devil; to adorn our Soyls with Chriſtian 
Virtues, and to put them diligently in prac- 
tice. It changes our Joy into Sadneſs, our 
Laughter into Weeping, our Pleaſures into 


Vexations, our Merriments into Mournings, 


our Satisfaction into Diſcontent. It makes 
us to grieve and groan, and bewail, ſor ha- 
ving done what we took a great delight in 
doing of: It engages us to frame Deſigns 
againſt our darling Paſſions, to deny their 
Deſires, to check and to mortify them. It 
moves us to abhor, and to deteſt what we 
exceedingly lov'd, I mean, the gratifying of 


our vicious Inclinations, and to delight in 


4 and 
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and cheriſh that which we carefully avoided, 
1. e. the Sanctification of our Soul: But we 
muſt ſeriouſly conſider, that Repentance is a 
Condition, without which there is no Hope 
for Salvation, and fo let that Condition 

never no hard, we muſt either ſubmit to it, 
of quit our Pretenſions to Heaven, and re- 
ſolve to be eternally miſerable. Repentance 
muſt either make up the Breach. which Sin 
has made in our Soul, or that poor Soul ſhall 


unavoidably periſh. Now I leave to your 


Self-Intereſt co decide which is to be prefer'd, 
either to repent, or to loſe Heaven, and to 


bring upon us the eternal Damnation of Hell, 


46. 


r Kings 


ſhip in forſaking a bad Life, which we mu 


I don't doubt but that Self-Intereft, if it were 
conſulted, would powerfully induce us to ac- 
cept with Joy of that Condition, and to per- 
form with Care what Repentance demands 
of us; eſpecially if we ſhould conſider, that 
it is very different from Impenitence, which 


Mark 9. leaves behind it a worm that dieth not, and 


bitter Griefs, Troubles, Diforder, Diſquiet 
and Anguiſh, gnawing Reproaches, piercing 
Remorſes, and a dreadful Expectation; for 
on the contrary, it leaves in our Soul, when 
it quits us, unſpeakable Comforts, the Aſſu- 
rance of God's Pardon, vaſt Hopes, an un- 
expreſſible Content, a great Peace and Tran- 


quility, a Joy and Pleaſure, that may be 
felt but not utter'd. Aﬀrer rhe ffrong wind 
19. 11,12, That rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the 


rocks ; after rhe . e and i be fire comes 
from God a ſtill ſmall voice, which aſſures us, 
that an eternity full of glory and bappineſs awaits 


as in heaven. But after all, where is the Hard- 


have 


n . 
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have found by Experience, to carry about 
it much Pain, Sorrow, Shame, and terrible 
Stings, and which has nothing to indear it- 
ſelf to us, but a ſeeming Sweetneſs, which is 
at laſt turn'd into Gali and ſome deceitful 
| Pleaſures, which are chang'd into bitter 
| Griefs, and ſome falſe Glory, which is tranſ- 
- form'd into Infamy? What Hardſhips is 
there, to be obliged to fer aright our deprav'd 
Affections, and our deluded Judgments, to 
renounce. a ſenſual, extravagant, and miſ- 
 chievous Life, and to demean our ſelves with 
Prudence and Diſcretion ? Is it 'a Hardſhip 
to be rid from the Stings of Conſcience, Tim. 
the Smart of Guilt; and the Fear of ever-;;, © 
laſting Torments; recover'd out of the Snare 

of the Devil, reclaim'd from our ill Courſes, 
which drive us into Perdition; made capa- 

ble of the Mercy of God, and brought into 

tie way of Righteouſneſs, which leads into 

the Abode of an Eternal Bliſs ? Is there 

any reaſon to complain of the Hardſhips of 

| - Repentance; ſince by it we have what's much 

to be prefer d to all the Content, and to all 

the Glory of this World, I mean, the Honour 

and the Satisfaction of cauſing Joy in Heaven, 

ſor Jeſus Chriſt tells us in St. Luke, That there | 
ſhall be joy in heaven in the gets of the angels Futte 15, 
of God, over one ſinner that repenteth, more 3. 35 
than over ninety and nine juſt perſons, which 

weed no repentance, I leave it to the Judgment 

of any reaſonable Man, whether it is not 
incomparably more honourable, infinitely 

more ſatisfactory, and ten thouſand times 


Wo 


more agreeable to our Self- Intereſt, to create 
1 Joy in Heaven, in making, by a ſincere He. 
ve + 1 pentance; 
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them which- deſpitefally uſe us and perſecute us. 
hate us, of wiſhing and doing good to them 


of begging of God to pardon them that | 
abuſe, wrong, and torment us, and to give 
dem his Grace: This Precept, I ſay, ſeems | 
to be very hard, and extreamly difficult, it | 
not impracticable. I own that the Perfor- | 
mance of it is not without Difficulties and | 


pentance, an Addition to the Number oſ the 
Bleſſed, than by continuing in our Impeni- 
tency, to cauſe Joy in Hell, and become 
A prey to the roaring lion, which walks about 
ſee king whom be may devour, 

Fourthly, The Chriſtian Religion commands 
us, To love our enemies, to bleſs them that curſe us, 
to do good to them that hate us, and to Þ ch. for 


Now this Precept of cheriſhing them that | 


that imprecate us, and contrive our Ruin; 


Obſtacles, that the Burden muſt be heavy N 
and grievous to the Fleſh, and that Nature | 


is apt to kick againſt the Spur, to revolt a- | 


very powerful Motives to reſtrain thoſe: Re- | 
ſentments, which ill Uſage ftirs in our Breaſts ; | 


Matt. 5. 
0 


bleſſed Son has done in our behalf, what 
Glory, what Happinefs he has left, what 


gainſt Injuries, and that it has need of ſome | 


but after all, if we duly conſider, that it is an 
honourable Imitation of the perfecteſt of all] 
Beings, Who makes bis Sun to riſe on the cuil, 
and on. the good, and ſends rain on the juſt, and on 
the unjuſt : If we rightly ponder what his 


Contempt and Injurirs he has born, what 


Miſery he has undergone, what Ignominy 
and Reproach he has been expoyd ro, What 
Agony he has been in, and what Torment, 
what Death he has ſaffer'd for us his Enemies; 


the Toke of Feſus Chriſt, 


— 


—— 


if we take notice of his interceding for thoſe 
who daily offend him, and of his protecting, 
aſſiſting, and ſaving them: If we obſerve 
that to return Kindneſs for ill Treatment, 
Right for Wrong, Meekneſs for Severity, 
Mildneſs for lIahumanity, Indu!gence tor Op- 


preflion ; that to pay a Regard for Diſeſteem, 


Reſpect for Scorn, and conſtrue favourably 


the Actions of thoſe who make it their Buſi- 
neſs to blemiſh our Reputation, is a noble 
Conqueſt over our Paſſions, and ſhews a 
great deal of Generoſity, an excellent good 
Temper, and an admirable Magnanimity : If 
we mark, that often Enemies are brought to 


themſelves, prevail'd upon to alter their De- 


| ; portment, and engag'd to relent by Lenity, 
| Good-Nature, Charity and Gentlenels ; but 


on. the contrary, that they are frequently 


more and more incenſed and exaſperated, 
and conſequently more troubleſome and vexa- 
-  tious, when we requite them in their own way, 


and return them Evil for Evil: If we reflect 
upon the ſolid Satisfaction and laſting Plea- 
ſure which Forgiveneſs affords, upon the Eaſe, 


Comfort, and Tranquility, which attends 


Charity, and upon the Diſturbance, the Con- 
fuſion, the Perplexity, the Diſquiet of thoſe 
who let looſe the Reins to Hatred and Re- 
venge, upon the tumultuous Paſſions they are 
agitated with, tarnꝰ and tortur'd by, and 
upon the unexpreſſible Inconveniences, Diſ- 
orders and Misfortunes that follow Unchari- 
tableneſs: If we ſeriouſly conſider all theſe 
things, we ſhall find that the Difficulties are 
not ſo great as we thought, and that this 
Commandment. is neither too hard nor un- 
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reaſonable, but on the contrary, that it is 
ſeaſible, very juſt, and moſt advantageous. 

Fiftbiy. Religion requires of us to beſieve 
things, Which Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, 
neither have emred into the heart of man, and to 


ſet our Affections on them, and not on things o 


the Earth, Now where's the difficulty in 
believing what Truth it ſelf has told us, and 
what's very agreeable to Reaſon? Where's 
the Hardſhip in taking Pains, in applying 
our ſelves, in deſiring vehemently to get im- 
menſe Goods, unſpeakable Bleſſings, vaſt 
Riches, a Supreme Felicity , everlaſting 


Tit. 1. 2. Crowns, And an eternal life, which God, that 


Jam. 1. 


Tz To 


cannot he, and with whom is no wvariablineſs, 


neither ſhadow of turning, has faithfully pro- 


miſed us, and of which he has been pleaſed 
to give us in the New Covenant, the ſtrong- 
eſt Aſſurances, as well as the moſt certain 


Pledges in the Lord's Supper? Does Religi- 
on demand any thing more difficult than that 


which Sin exacts? Can it be denied but that 
Ambition, Luſt and Covetouſneſs put upori 


us, at leaſt, as hard Tasks as Religion does? 


Do they not require of us to take exceeding 
great Cares, to be at a vaſt Trouble, to la- 
bour under extream Difficulties, to ſtrive as 


much as we can, to expoſe our ſelves to the 


reateſt Dangers, and very often to loſe out 
View 2 And for what? Alaſs! for a vain Glo- 
ry, for tranſitory Pleaſures, for deceitful 
Riches, and f&mttimes for Goods intirely 
unknown tp us; the Certainty of all which 
we have all the reaſon in the World to-queſti- 
on. Do they not induce us to depend upon 


this World, to believe the Performatice of ity 


Promiſes, 


r ß tt: 
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frequently diſappointed and deceived us? Far 
from being hard, it is then very reaſonable, 
to believe the things which God has promis'd 
us, and to ſet our Affections on them; but 
not at all, either to truſt the World, or to 
give our ſelves to its Goods: I add, that there 


are very great Advantages, even in this Life, 
in believing. what the Goſpel requires we 


ſhould believe, for'Chriſtian Faith is a power- 


ful aſſiſtance to drive away from our Breaſts 
very troubleſome Gueſts, I mean Revenge, 
Calumny, Injuſtice and Covetouſneſs, to keep 


under Concupiſcence, to ſhame Pride, and 
to reſtrain Ambition, which are attended 


with a world of Miſchiefs. It engages us to 


be fincere, upright and bountiful, to perform 

our Duties, to do worthy Actions, and to 

perſect out Nature, which is an unexpreſſible 

Satisfaction, and a laſting Pleaſure to us; 

beſides, ic ſupports and comforts us in our 

Afflictions, it removes our Fears, and helps us 
but it 


to live. quietly and conten is quite 
otherwah with a worldly Belief, for it breeds 
all the Vices juſt now mention'd, and fo de- 
baſes and corrupts our Nature ; moreover it 
is followed by a Multitude of Diſappoint- 
ments, Troubles, Fears and Diſlatisfattions ; 
A conſtant Experience proves what I aſſert. 
Sixthly. It is poſitively ſaid in the Act,, 
That we muſs through Tribulation enter into the 
Kingdom of God. l of, that the way to 
Heaven is not without great Difficulties, for 
we'muſt as we go to that Abode. of Bliſs, 


ſtruggle againſt the Fleſh, which will put us 


out of it ; contend with the World, which 
. Hp | preſſes 


Promiſes, and to act accordingly, tho' it has 5 


Vw 110 » 
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preſſes us to ſubmit to its ill Courſes, and 


trive againſt the Devil, who does all he can 
to bi ing us into the way of Perdition: But 
is there any reaſon for us to complain of be- 
ing obliged to meet with ſome Impediments, | 
to be at ſome Trouble, and to overcome ſome. 
Hardſhips, in order to enjoye perfe&t Hap- | 
pineſs, not only for few Years, but for ever | 
and ever, ſince we do as much, and a great | 
deal more for momentary Trifles, tranſient | 
Bawbles, and fleeting Days? Far from com. | 


plaining, we ſhould rather praiſe. and bleſs 
God, when he thinks fit to make us Partakers, 
for a little while, of the Sufferings of his be- 
loved Son, that we may be Partakers of his 
unſpeakable Glory and Happineſs : Far from 
repining at our Tribulation, we ſhould rather 
exceedingly rejoyce at it, for by brightning 
our Faithfulneſs to God, and our Reſignation 
to his Will, it brightens, at the ſame time, 
the Eternal Crown which is prepar'd for us 
in Heaven; But we need not be much con- 
cern'd at the Conſideration of theſe Words. 
1}, Becauſe they were particularly ſpoken 
to the firſt Chriſtians, ſurrounded by Hea- 
thens, who moſt cruelly perſecuted them, 
in order to bring 'em back to their former 
Idolatry which they preached againſt, with 
| a great deal of Force, and a wonderful Suc- 
ceſ;, and which conſequently they were dri- 
ving away, to their inexpreſſible Grief. 
24hy. Becauſe i One Elect, that ſuffers 
Perſecution, there are a Hundred free from 
it. There has always been a world of Men, 
that in leaving this World, are gone very 
peaceably into the Abode of Bliss. 
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34h, Becauſe ſuffering Perſecution for Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake, is a peculiar Favour follow d by 


an extraordinary Degree of Gloty, and a 


ſingular Meaſure of Happineſs, which God 
grants but to few of the Elect, 

.- Seventhly, Jeſus Chriſt ſhews that it is ve- 
ry difficult to be ſaved, when he ſays, That 
'ſtrait is the pate, and narrow is the way which 
leadeth unto life; but, That wide is the pate, and 
broad is the way that leadeth to deſtruction. 
Now why it ſhould be concluded from hence, 


that the way to Heaven is very rough, ex- 
treamly painful, and moſt difficult. and that, 
on the contrary, the way to Hell is eaſy, 


ſmooth and pleaſant, I can't fo readily com- 


prehend; for they may as well ſignify, that 
the way to Heaven is leſs known, and by 


fewer reſorted to, than the way to Hell. But 


after all, let us ſuppoſe, that in order to come 
to the Poſſeſſion of an immortal Glory, and 
to the Enjoyment of our Supreme Good, we 


muſt for ſometime, be expos'd to a vaſt many 


Inconveniences, to very great Straits, and to 
abundance of Difficulties ; ſupport the great- 
eſt Storms which the Malice of our Enemies 


can raiſe, croſs the moſt frightful For ſts 
which their Rage can drive us to, and go 
over Mountains as ſteep and as full of Preci- 
pices as they poſſibly can find; and that, on 
the contrary, the way to Perdition, and to 


everlaſting Torments, is fine, charming, 


ſtrew'd with Flowers, and full of Delights. 
I ask which of theſe two ways is to be pre- 
ferd? I dare anſwer, That there is no Man 


of any Senſe. and Reaſon, but would rather 


chuſe to go to a Place full of Bleſſings, of 
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lawful Pleaſures, and innocent Diverſions, in 
a tempeſtuous Weather, and through a bail. 
way, than to a place full of Miſery, Trouble, 
Pain and Anguiſh, in a delicate Suoſhiny 
Day, and through a charming Road. 
Stbly. Jeſus Chriſt the Author and the 
Soul of our Religion requires of us to forſake 
all that we have, and to hate our Fathers and 
Mothers, and Wives, and Children, and 
Brethren, and Siſters, to deny our ſelves, to 
take up his Croſs and to follow him, even to 
loſe our Lives ſor his Sake. There lies the 
grand Objection, but my Reader will he con- 
vincd, that theſe Commandments, far from 
being hard, too ſevete, and unjuſt, offenſive 
and prejudicial to our Welfare, are, on the 
contrary, kind, reaſonable, and very advan- 
.tageous ; if we do but conſider, - without Pre- 
judice and Partiality, that it is a Maxim re- 
ceiv'd all over the World, and a Practice that 
has univerſally obtain d in all Nations, to part 
with a ſmall Advantage, in proſpect of get - 
ting a much greater one: Now our bleſſed 
Lord demands of us, To forſake all that we 
have, i. e. to leave by choice, the poor Con- 
veniences, and the ſorry Advantages of this 
Life. which we muſt otherwiſe part with by 
conſtraint. But why will he have us forſake 
theſe Bawbles ? That we may be Partakers of 
the unſpeakable Felicity of Heaven, get Eter- 
nal Crowns, and poſſeſs inexhauſtible Trea. 
ſures. He expects that we ſhall hate, i. e. love 
leſs than him, our Parents, and our neareſt 
Relations, and that we ſhall: go from them, 
and even break the ſtrongeſt Ties of Kindred 
and Friendſhip, whenever his Service 2 
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his Glory do require it; That we ſhould deny 
aur ſelves, i e. renounce our Carnal Mind, 
which is canary to his good Will, keep our 
Self- Love from favouring our Defires, which 
happen to be cifagreeable to. his holy Com- 
mandments, r:ftrain our Inclinations from. 
gratifying out Fleſh, curb our unruly Paſſions, 
negleck our greateſt Concerns for the good 
of his Religion, and hinder the Love of Eaſe 

' from ſparing ourſelves, when his Goſpel de- 
mands our Labours. He expects that we ſhall 
bear willingly the greateſt Hardſhips, expoſe 
qur felves co the moſt imminent Dang ers, 

ſtand out the Violence of the ſharpeſt Perſe- 
cution, and even ſuffer a cruel Death for his 
Sake. But why does he exact ſuch things? 
\. 1. Becauſe he is the Author of our Being, 
the Giver of all our Faculties, the Cauſe of all 

| the Advantages we are poſſeſſed of, the Foun. 

| tain of all' che Bleſſings we enjoy, the Ori- 

gine of all the Virtues, and of all the good 

Sciences we are. endow'd with, For in bim, 

| fays St. Paul, are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom Col. 2. 3. 

_ avd my © ' He is the Preſerver of our 

Life, the Cleanfer of our Heart, the Saviour 

of our Soul, the Vanquiſher of our implacable 

Enemies, the Pacifier of God's. dreadful Ju- 

ſtice, the powerful Interceſſor that gets the 

Pardon of our Sins, and obtains the Aſſiſt- 

ance of the Holy Spirit, whereby our Faith 

is ſtrengthen d, our Charity increas'd, and 

our Sanctification wrought. Beſides, he is our 

King, our Governour, our Head, our Bro- 

ther, And we are members of his body, of bis Eph. 5. 

Fele, and of Bis bones; he ſupports us in all 30. 
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added, that being infinitely above all, in D 
nity, in Power, and in Goodneſs; if he b. 
not prefer d to all, à moſt grievous Affront 


Dangers, and he carries us through all Temp- 
tations. | „ e . 
24h. Becauſe the Love of our Parents, of 


our neareſt Relations, and of our beſt Friends, 


is infinitely below the Love of Jeſus Chriſt, 


vho having loy d us firſt, is come down from, 


Heaven in great Humility, and has taken our 


Nature with all its innocent Infirmities, that 


he might teach us the Myſteries of our Sal- 
vation, and offer himſelf up in Sacrifice, in; 
order to deliver us from an everlaſting Miſe. 
ry, and to purchaſe unto us the Right to a; 
glorious Immortality. Now which of our 
Kindred and Friends would make himſelf, 
poor to make us rich, bear the greateſt Af- 
fronts, and ſuffer all manner of Injuries, to 
get us much Honour and Glory, Humble bim. 


ſelf, and become obedient unto death, even the, 


death of the croſs, to raiſe and perſect our 
Nature, and to make us live happily ? Which 
of 'em would expoſe himſelf to the dreadful 
Wrath of God, to ſhelter us from it? None, 
none would do ſuch things for us; wherefore 
we muſt love them all lefs than our dear Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, otherwiſe we can't. be his Diſoi- 
ples, nor partake of his Glorx. 
© 3dly, Becauſe he is the Supreme Judge 

the World, in whoſe Power are the - Keys. of 
Hell and Death, as likewile, The Keys f Hea 
ven, and of Eternal Life: Who needs but fay 
the word, and. we ſhall be either plung d into 
an endleſs Miſery, or made Partakers of a 
moſt happy and glorious Eternity: It may be 
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is put upon him, which he wil be :1eveng'd 


of in a moſt dreadful manner. ole 
4qrbly. Becauſe whenever he requires of us 


to ſacrifice' our Lives, and we acquieſce to 


his Will, he gives us inſtead- of a frail, ſhort, 


unquiet and mortal Life, ſubject to a world 
of- Infirmities, liable to all manner of Evils, 


full of Guilt and Corruption, of Fears and 
Perplexities; he gives us, I fay, inſtead of 
it, a permanent, eaſy, uncorruptible and ever- 


laſting Life, free from all Vices, and conſe- 
quently from all Miſery, Sorrow, Pain and 


Affliction; on the contrary, full of Purity 
and Holineſs, of Pleaſures, Joy and Content; 
wherefore we are not to wonder, if the Mar- 
tyrs run to the moſt barbarous. Deaths with 
Hearts full of Chearfulneſs, for being convinc'd 
of the fulfilling of our bleſſed Lord's Promiſes, 


That he who loſes bis life for his ſake, ſhall find 

it; That — . 40 177 bis life, Spell yg 12 
ſervs it; and, That be who hateth bis life in this Luke 17. 
world, ' ſhall keep it thnto life eternal; being, 133- 

fay, convinced: of the performance of theſeJ2bn 12. 
Promiſes, what could they do more advan-* 


geous to themſelves, than to part with a 
wretched 'and very ſhore Life, for a moſt 


and Happineſs of thoſe that are faithful to Jeſus 
Chriſt to their Life's End, will powerfully in- 
dace us to imitate the Martyrs, whenever 
our Holy Religion requires that we ſhould 
ſuffer and die. If we did but leave off our 
Prejudices, and liſten to Reaſon, and conſult 
our Self- Intereſt, we ſhould find, that it is 
Wt: K 2 infinitely 


lorious and eternal one. A Self unprejudiced | 
ove, that has any Inſight into Things which Ag, , 
pertain to the kingdom of God, into the Glory;, 
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infinitely better and more prudent, to ſaori- 
fice the Remainder of a cloudy and very ſhort, 


mn. 


Liſe, full of Sorrows, continaally expos d to 


the moſt grievous Accidents, and that decays 
ſenſibly, for the Glory and the Service di our 
bleſſed Lord, in whoſe Power it is, after aur 


Bodies have been reduc'd to Duſt, to make 


them Partakers of a glorious Reſurrection, and 
withal, to raiſe our Souls to the higheſt Per- 


ſection their Nature is capable of, and to bleſs 


us with an Eternity of Happineſs ; we ſhould 


find, that it is infinitely better and more pru- 


dent to ſacrifice the remainder of ſuch a 
Life, than to take up with a bare poſibilicy. 


of prolonging that wretched Liſe, which eve- 


ry Moment may prove the End of, at the 


hazard of loſing his moſt valuable Favour, 


and of incurring his dreadful Iadignation, at 


the Riſque of bringing upan us unexpreſſible 


and irrecoverable Miſchiefs, at the Expence 


of the everlaſting Welfare of our precious 


_ Glory. 


Job. 5. 7. 


Souls, of the inexhauſtible Treaſures of Hes- 
ven, and of an Eternity of Joy, Pleaſure and 
I add to theſe Reaſons, which, I think, 
powerfully induce us to ſubmit to the Yoke 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; That man being born to trouble, 
ſays fo, as the ſparks are fying upward ; the 
Queſtion is not, Whether we will ſuſſer or 


no, (for ſuffer we mult, let our Circumſtan- 


ces be what they will) but, Whether we 
had rather indure Miſery, Pain, Grief and 


Affliction in the Cauſe of Sin, and in the Ser» 
vice of our inordinate Paſſions, than in the 


Cauſe of Virtue, and in the Service of our 


bleſſed Lord ; and fo, whether we will be- 


come 
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come the Slaves of Vice, which will rack us 
in this World, and'tormenc us for ever in 
the next; or whether we chuſe to be the 


8 


nels will aſſiſt, comfort and bleſs us in this Life 
and make'us partakers ofa moſt hap>y and glo- 
rious Eterniry in the Life to come: Whether 
in ps of the Checks, the Reproaches, and 
the Stings of our Conſciences, we will gra- 
tiſy our Luft, our Avatice, our Pride antl 
Ambition; or whether to have a contented 
Mind, we will rather chuſe to be at the ttou- 
ble of mortify ing our Fleſh, and of reſtrain- 
ing our wicked Inclinations: Whether we 
will prefer to the working out the Salvation 
of our immortal Souls, the pampering of out 
wretched Bodies, which are to Day acting 
upon the Surface of the Barth, and perhaps 
to Morrow they ſhall be only fit to be laid in 
it z finally, whether we will die in our Vice, 


laſting Miſery, or end our Life in the Grave 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, and fo be admitted 
into Heaven, the Abode of an Eternal Bliſs. 
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and fo go into Hell, the place of an ever. 
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H A Pp. XII.. 
EI 8 12, 2 4 | 0 Ft 4:33, een: 
What Sin exatts for its Pleaſures and Goods, 
©* compared with what Religion requires fer 
its Bleſſings and Advantages,  _ 


TOW. I appeal to any Man of Senſe 
| NY and Reaſon, that will ſeriouſly reflect 
upon the two: Yokes in hand, whether thoſe 
things which Jeſus Chriſt requires of us, and 
which are look'd upon as ſo hard, ſo unreaſo- 
nable, ſo grievous, even fo unpracticable, are 
not very juſt, exceedingly: proficable, moſt 
proſperous, and very feaſible. But to be more 
and more convinc'd, that the Yoke of-Jefus 
Chriſt is eaſy, and his Empire mild, that his 
Laws are very advantageous, and the Duties 
he enjoins us moſt reaſonable; I deſire, that 
what Sin exacts for its tranſient Pleaſures, and 
its frivolous Goods, may be compar'd with 
what Religion requires for its moſt exellent 
Bleſſings, and its unexpreſſible Advantages, 
and that the Conſequences of the one and o 
the other may be ſet together, afterwards I 
don't queſtion, but it will evidently appear, 
that the things which Jeſus Chriſt expects of 
us, are not only leſs painful, hard and ha. 
Eardous, but likewiſe more ſatisfactory; and 
 Infinitely more profitable than thoſe which 
Sin demands of us. Now Religion will have 
us repent of our Sins, believe its Truths, curb 
eur Paſſions, forgive our Enemies, and ſuffer 
many Euils; ſorſake all, expoſe our Life to 
great Dangers, and even loſe it, if either the 
20 promoting 
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promoting of God's Glory, or the increaſe 
of our Redeemer's Kingdom require it. It 
forbids the unlawful Pleaſures, but it permits 
the innocent ones. Now, What do we get 
by ſubmitting to what Religion requires of 
us? A contented Mind, a peaceable Conſci- 
ence, and well grounded hopes of an-eternal, 
exceeding happy, and moſt glorious Life. 
What elſe 2 The Grace of Jeſus Chriſt, the 


Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of the Holy 


Ghoſt, whereby our Happineſs ſhall be per- 
fect and everlaſting. CCC 
Sin will likewiſe have Men repent of ſeveral 
of their Actions, and believe a world of 
Falſhoods, that either belong to Idolary, or 


; . 


7 that reſpect either its own Nature, or its Ad- 


vantages, or its Pleaſures. It will have them 
teſtrain their Paſſions, and diſſemble their 
elentments. It makes them run into a mul - 
titude of Troubles, Sorrows and Miſchiefs, 
it induces them to leave their neareſt Relati- 
ons, and their moſt intimate Friends, as well 
as to part with an eaſy, quiet, ſweet and 
pleaſant Life, in order to gratify either their 
Avarice, or their Ambition. It expoſes them 
to imminent Dangers, and brings upon them 
infamous and lamentable Deaths. It fre. 


quently keeps them not only from enjoying 


unlawful, but alſo innocent Pleaſures. 1 ap. 
peal to the Conſciences of proud, envious, 
covetous, ambitious, unjuſt and laſcivious 
Men, whether what I aſſert is not true. Now, 
What do they get? Pleaſure-. But what 
Pleaſure? Alas! a tranſient, very tranſient 
one, which is attended with Bitterneis, Grief, 


and Perplexit). What elſe ? > 
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a very little while, violent and anruly Paſſi- 
ons, that horry them into a world of Mif. 
chieſs, till they pats from Time into Eternity. 
What do they get then? Alas! nothing 
but Woes, endleſs Woes! Sang 
Nou let my Reader judge, whether the 
Troubles, the Cares, and the Labours which 
Religion expects, are not /efs hard and diffi. 
cult than thoſe which Sin demands: But tho 
they ſhould be as full of Difficulties, why 
ſhould we refuſe to ſubmit to them, fince the | 
Advantages of Religion are incomparably 
greater than the Advantages of Sin? If the | 
Goſpel does not require greater Hardſhips 
than Sin, and if as great Endeavours as thoſe | 
ve do to gratify either Covetouſneſs, or Pride, | 
or Envy, or Ambition, or Concupiſcence, 
are ſufficient to get to Heaven, what Cauſe, 
F beſeech you; have we complain? Oh! did 
ve but take as much Care and Pains for the 
Salvation of our precious Souls, as we do for 
the Welfare of our vile Bodies! Were we 
but as follicitous for a glorious Immortality, 
as we are for a ſhore wretched Life! Had we 
but as vehement Defires for the inexhauſtible 
Freaſures of Heaven, as we have for the pe- 
_ Tifhable Riches of the Barth! If we would but 
ſupport the Incumbrances and the Difficulties 
which our Fleſh, the World, and the Devil 
throw into the way of Religion, with the 
ſame Patience and the ſame Steadinefs, as we 
bear the Fatigues, the Inconveniences, and 
the Hardſhips of a Journey, or a Voyage! 
were we hut relolved to ſhun if Companies 
as circcumipeAly as we avoid great Dangers, 
and to withltand the Temptations of the 
ES Enemies 
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Enemies of our Salvation, with as much Vi. 
gour as we reſiſt them that would engage us 
to do things contrary to our Worldly Inte- 
reſt! I dare aſſert, that we ſhould diſcharge 
the Duties which Religion requires of us, and 
ſo, that our Hopes for Heaven ſhould be in- 
comparably better grounded, than all the Ex. 
pectations we can have in this World. Now 
let any impartial and unprejudiced Man 


Judge, whether the Advantage is not in all 


reſpects on the Side of our bleſſed Lord's 


Yoke; whether it is not an ealy matter to 


Jhew to thoſe, who under the pretence of 
the Difficulties and the Hardſhips of Religion, 
do neglect what it requires, and give them- 
felves over to a bad Life, that they really cake 
more pains, and are at a greater trouble to 
come to Ruin, than is required to work out 
their Salvation, and that they could go to 
Heaven with leſs Uneaſineſs, Inconveniences 
and Labours, than into Hell. I refer it to 
him, whether there is any reaſon to be ſtart- 
led at a good Life,becaule of the great Watch- 
fulneſs, Diligence, Cares and Pains it requires, 
ſince a wicked one exacts a great deal more; 


uneven way, that runs upon the brink of a 
Precipice, may ſay with any appearance of 
reaſon, that he can't walk in the ſmooth 
Paths of Righteouſneſs, And run the race which 
3s ſet before him, wherein there are great 
Aſſiſtances, many Comforts, abundance of 
Satisfaction, and at the End of it, Eternal 
Grown. £Þ 
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and whether he that walks in a rough and 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Anot her Objeckion conterning our Inability 

of performing the Evangelical Precepts; 
the Anſwer to it, and the Concluſion of 
this Diſcourſe. 75 


HIS other Objection may be made, 

that indeed the Yoke of Jeſus Chriſt 

is neither uneaſy nor hard, nor heavy in it- 

ſelf, but that it is only fo by Accident; that 

the Chriſtian Religion is really very agreea- 

ble to Reaſon, and accommodated to our 

Intereſt, We could eaſily, and would chear- 

ſully do what it requires of us, were we but 

like our firft Parents, before they had eaten 

of the forbidden Fruit. But alas! far from 

being pure and innocent, our Nature is very 

much polluted, and extreamly criminal; we 

are fallen into Sin, which has weaken'd ſo 

much our Reaſon, that it has little or no 

Strength, and is uncapable to reſiſt the Vio- 

Fr. 19 tence of our Paſſions which drive us from 

26. 16.11. 19 Paths f our Lord's Commandments, which 

Prov. 2. are the Paths of Life, into the crooked ways of 
13, 15. Darkneſs, which are the ways of Death. 

15. 13,12. Beſides the powerful Enemies of our Sal- 

vation- that are within and without us, make 

ule of all their Engines, and of all their 

Subtilty to induce us to do Evil, to take up- 

on us the Yoke of Sin, and to gratify our 

inborn wicked Inclinations: But in order to 

clear this Difficulty, I defire my Reader to 

conſider, that this Diſcourſe regards Chrriſti- 

ans 
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ans redeem'd out of the Power of Sin, of the 


Devil, and the World, tranſlated into the 
Kingdom of jeſus Chriſt, and made capable, 


by the Aſſiſtance they receive from Heaven, 


To hinder Sin from reigning in their mortal body ; 2 3.3. 
To wreſtle againſt Principalities, againſt Powers, | oy * 
apainſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, Eph. 6.1 Pp 
againſt Spiritual Wickedneſs in High Places. Rom. 6. 
And to ob:y from the Heart tha: Form of Doctrine 17. 
which has been deliver'd us. It is too well 
known, that we are not able of our ſelves fo 


much as to have a good Thought, but it is 


. likewiſe well known, to our great Comfort, 


that we are not left to our ſelves, and that 
Jeſus Chriſt ſupports, aſſiſts, and ſtrengthens 
us by his Spirit, For 2ve are filled, ſays S Paul, 


with the —_— of bis Will in all Wiſdom Col. 1. 9, 


and Spiritual Under ſtanding; that e may walk es 

worthy of the Lord unto al pleaſing, being fruit- 

ful in every good Work, and. increaſing in the 

Knowledge of God, ftrengthened with all might, 

according to bis plorious power, unto all patience 

and long ſufferance with joyfulneſs, giving thanks 

unto 20 Fat ber, which has made us meet to be 

partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in 

Light. It is well known, That God worketh phil. 2; 

in us both to will and to do of bis good pleaſure ; 13. 

That TFeſus Chriſt is the way leading us to the John 4. 6. 

Truth which helps us to Life; and that our be- 

ing ſubject to fall into Sin, is remedied by 

Repentance, our imperfe& Holineſs ſupplied 

by the Merit of our bleſſed Lord, and our 

defetive Obedience to God's Command- 

ments made up by his moſt powerful Inter- 

ceſſion. Thus it plainly appears, that the 

Yoke of Jeſus Chriſt is not only eaſy, but 
likewiſs 


* — —— = 
SIS woe —— at eo — —— — 


2 
„ 


8 2 
* 


1 * 
N * 


88 
8 


* 


FR A | Diſcourſe concerning ; 


likewiſe attended witch all the Incouragement, 
and all the Aſſiſtance, which can reaſonably 
be deſir d; wherefore let us take upon our 
ſelves, with Chearfulneſs, that bleſſed Yoke, 


and bear it contentedly, even with the 


preateſt Joy; for in truth it is the only way 
to find Reſt unto our Souls, to have a ſettled 
Mind, and a peaceable Conſcience, to en- 
joy a Life full of Comforts, and to obtain, 


- When we leave this World, a glorious Immor. 


tality. Now, to our bleſſed Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, whoſe Yoke is eaſy and Burden light, 


Be Bleſſing and Glory, and Wiſdom, and Thank- 
giving, and Honour, and Power, and Might, for 


t Ver and e . Amen. 
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| P. 13. Line 35. for uur, read our. p. 18. 1. 19. 


f. Sickneſs r. Fickleneſs.. p. 19. I. 21. r. Sin made it 


2 sint of Evil. p. 24. I. 22. f. make . wakes. p. 25. l. 27; 


f. ro r. to. p. 29. l. 4. f.. put: I. 24. f. better r. bitter. 
p. 31. I. zo. f. bleſigus r. bleſſings. p. 45. 1.6, f. diſtracti. 
on r. detraction. I. Io. f. poſſibly r. poſſible. p. 48. I. 18. 
r. our. p. 53.1. 14. r. makes. J. 22. r. great. p. 55.1. IF. 
r. its. p. 59. 1. 30. f. turn d r. torn. p. 61. 1. 23. f. Cen- 
rent r. Contentedly, I. 24. r. otherwiſe, p. 62. I. 32. r. fer 
p. 67. 1. 22. f. into r. ano. gs | 1 
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